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AT PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, LITTLE TITCHFIELD-STREET; 
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TELL HIM, Ter not him that girdeth his barneſs on, boaſt himſelf as be that 
putteth it off, 1 RINGS xx. 11. | 
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Sold by G. Terry, Paternoſter-row ; J. Chalmers, No 210, White- 
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Tueſday evening; at Providence Chapel, Titchfield- ſtreet; by 


Mr. Mantle, Lewes, Suſſex; Mr. Fenley, Broad Mead, Briſtol; 


and by Mr. Chalmers, Cambden- alley, Portſmouth Common. 
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Mz. HUNTINGTON, S. 8. 


N* 29, Wincheſter-Row, St. Mary-le-Bone. 


Rev. AND DEAR PasToOR, 


FT WAVING been an eye and an ear witneſs 

to the ſucceſs of your labours in the mini- 
{try ; and under the bleſſing of God having reaped 
much benefit from it myſelf, and being well ac- 
quainted with your doctrines and manner of life, 
I cannot but feel myſelf ſenſibly injured when I 
hear your miniſtry reproached and lighted. 
Contention, except for the truth's ſake, is what 
I would ever wiſh to ſhun; but when the truths 
of God, and its advocates are hung up as the 
buts of envy and party rage, I think myſelf in 
duty bound to ſep forward and defend both it 
and them. It was with much regret that I heard 
the oppoſition there is making againſt you, by 
a ſet of men that call themſelves miniſters ;—a 
great number of whom have entered into a con- 
nection with the Rev. Mr. M of Holywell 
Mount, or rather a combination, under the title 
of the Evangelic Aſſociation—T hope by this they 
do not mean to inſinuate, there are no evangeliſts 
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beſide themſelves ; if they do, I am ſorry to ſay 
the conduct of ſome among them is ſuch as mult 
lead many to ſuſpect they have ſadly miſtook the 
import of their title. 


If laying aſide the ſimplicity of the goſpel— 
the wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt— 
and introducing queſtions from the forge of hu- 
man brains, mixed with incoherent fragments of 
philoſophy and vain deceit—railing in the minds 
of people envying and ſtrife, be doing the work 
of an evangelical fociety, they have not miſtaken 
the term. 

If aſſembling in veſtries, to propoſe hard queſ- 
tions over ſoft bowls—traducing and reviling the 
characters of laborious, faithful, and ſucceſsful 
miniſters, by falſe inſinuations to prejudice the 
minds of the godly—aiming at dominion over 
| churches and miniſters—conforming to the world 
| —enrobing their perſons—taking the uppermoſt 

ſeats in the ſynagogues—preferring titles, veſt- 
ments, altars, organs, painted tables, pictures of 
angels, trumpets, crucifixes, and the deſigna, 
or mark, of the Romiſh hoſt IHS, be the de- 
lights of evangeliſts, theſe certainly appear in 
character. 

Bur if levelling God's wholeſome truths at the 
| conſciences of ſinners—if plainneſs of apparel and 
appearance, and plainneſs of ſpeech—if enforcing 
the power of religion—deſcribing the Spirit's 
| work, and inſiſting on the neceſſity of it—if in- 
| | forming people's judgments, and aiming to lead 
their 
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their ſouls into the liberty of the goſpel, be doing 
the work of an evangeliſt; it is clear, both by 
their miniſtry and conduct, that they have entirely 
miſtaken the term. 

Being informed that the firſt diſcourſe that was 
to be levelled againſt you was to be at Mr, 
T ****end's meeting at Rotherhithe, out of love 
to you, to your hearers, and to the religious 
world, I thought it my duty to be preſent on the 
occaſion, A party ſpirit was the ſubject of 
diſcuſſion; and I ſoon perceived you was the 
object ſhot at ;—on which occaſion the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and his efficacious Spirit, was 
left entirely out, to make room for the malignant 
ſpirit of the ſlanderer to ſhow itſelf, Much rhe- 
toric, logic, and ſome harpſichord muſic, was in- 
troduced to ſhew what a party-ſpirit was, where 
it originated, the conſequences of it, and Jaſtly, 
how it might be cured. As the cure of this was 
what every lincere ſoul deſired to be informed of, 
and waited anxiouſly for; behold, after much la- 
bour, and many arguments, firm oppoſitions 
were adviſed, reſtraint on the paſſions recom- 
mended, &c. &c. 

How aſtoniſhing, Sir, that men, who take to 
themſelves the name and office of miniſters, ſhould 
ſpend their time in reviling the ſervants of God, 
rejecting the ſcriptures, and call a ſpouting-club - 
by the venerable name of an Evangelical Aſſociation ; 
and all under a pretence of ſolving hard queſtions, 
and cenſuring party-ſpirits, when eyery ſchool- 
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boy may learn from the Bible that there are but 
two party-ſpirits in the world—Chrift at the 
head of one, and the devil at the head of the 
other; for as Chriſt is the head of every one blei- 
ſed with the Spirit of Fruth, ſo Satan is the head 
of every hypocrite who 1s influenced by a railing, 
ſlandering, reviling, and ridiculing ſpirit, 

Nothing but the Spirit of Chriſt can ever unite 
ſinners to God, or mankind to one another; when 
that Spirit operates, then, but not till then, Hall 
the wolf dwell with the lamb, the leopard lie down 
with the kid, and a little child ſhall lead them. 


In this diſcourſe, Sir, you was repreſented in a 
ſhocking point of view, as one of a blood-thirſty 
ſpirit, and accuſed of © taking texts that wiſe 
« men would ſhudder at, and modeſt men bluſh 
de at.“ Thus the ſcriptures did not eſcape the 


ridicule of that empty graceleſs, unexperienced, 


and inconſiſtent philoſopher. 


At the concluſion of this convocation, we were 
informed that another meeting was appointed to- 
's chapel in Artillery- 
lane, and the ſubject (or if you pleaſe the text, 
if you can find ſuch a one in the Bible) for their 


further debate was to be—* Is the law now made 


ce void And what ſentiments may be termed 
e Antinomian ?'——This was to be performed 
by one who was formerly by trade a plaſterer, 
but is now a dauber with untempered mortar— 
It is a Mr, C-— of the new chapel in Church- 
ſtreet, Mile-end New Town.——1, and ſome 

| others, 
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others, attended the performance, and ſecured, on 
a few ſheets of paper, all the artillery that was 
levelled at your head; and have ſent the miſcel- 
laneous body to you, Sir, to be diſſected, ana- 
tomiſed, and exhibited; for, as for this man, he 
has made void both law and goſpel; therefore 
we deſire you to tell us once more, from the 
preſs, whether you do make void the law through 
faith—or whether you eſtabliſh the law, Your com- 
pliance will greatly oblige, 


Rev. anD DEAR SIR, 


A few lovers of the truth, and ſincere 
lovers of you for the truth's ſake. 


THE 


MODERN PLASTERER DETECTED. 


A Sermon delivered againſt Mr. HunTinGToN, at 
Mr. M——'s Chapel in Artillery-lane, on Thurſ- 
day the 16th of Auguſt 1787, by Sir Ham Cor- 
ISH, barren of light, and barren of life Begin- 

ning in manner and in form following : ; 
o HE queſtion aſſigned for me this even- 
ce ing to explain and enforce to you is, 
c Whether is the moral law aboliſhed or not? — 
c What obligations do we lie under to it? And 
cc what are thoſe principles, or ſentiments, which 
ce may properly be called Antinomianiſm? And 
ce as the foundation of this ſubject, I would refer 
© you to the third chapter of Paul's epiſtle to the 
ce Romans, thirty-firſt verſe, Do we then make 
ce void the law through faith? God forbid: ; yea, we 
ge eſtabliſh the law.” 

I am ſurpriſed, Sir, at the conduct of you and 
the reſt of your Evangelical Aſſociation in not 
beginning with the word of God; he tells us to 

preach 
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preach his word unto the people, whether they 
will hear or forbear; God's meaning in his word 
ought to be ſought out and enforced—all mat- 
ter ſhould be drawn from thence, and applied to 
the people, with an honeſt appeal to God and con- 
ſcience ; and when a man has done that, he has 
delivered his own foul, But I ſuppoſe you were 
conſcious that there is not a text in God's word 
that would ſupply your malice with ſlanderous 
artillery againſt either my life or doctrine ; and 
therefore you choſe to ſpin one out of your own 
brains, when they were properly ſtirred with a 
confecrated bowl of Negus; and the word of 
God muſt be brought in as ſubſervient to your 
wicked deſigns, and for a cloak of maliciouſneſs ; 
while you diſcover your Ignorance, in levelling your 
malice at thoſe that are more uſeful and ſucceſſ- 
ful than yourſelf, and diſhonour the cauſe that 
refuſes to honour you, 

You open your battery thus ;—<< W I 
& will not ſpend your time” (it ſhould have been, 
J will not intrude upon, or take up your time) 
«< to-night with needleſs apologies—I am per- 
« ſuaded of your candour—bur this I will ſay, 
that this ſubje& is of infinite importance, and 
© js of as great importance as any doctrine con- 
te tained within the circle of Chriſtianity ; and 
te that to oppoſe it is to ſap the foundation of all 
« religion, both moral and divine.“ 


Theſe are home ſtrokes. Such flouriſhes as 


theſe are as terrible as the brandiſhed ſword of 
Don 


* 


PLASTERER DETECTED. 17 


Don Quixotte, who, in his heroic frenzy, chal- 
lenged even a windmill to a duel, 

The moral law, you ſay, is the foundation of 
all religion, both moral and divine.—-I read in 
my Bible, that there is no other foundation that any 
man can lay, than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
CHRIST, who was laid in God's decree from all 
eternity, and therefore called an ele# Stone; and 
that from all eternity he was ſet up as the only 
head of influence, in whom are hid all the treaſures 
of - wiſdom and knowledge—yea all the fulneſs of 
grace and eternal life is in him, and was given 
us of God, in him, and in no other, And if all 
fpiritual life be in him, then it is from him, as 
the everlaſting Father, that we receive it. If all 
ſpiritual bleſſings are given us of God in him, 
and are derived from him, then he is the foun- 
tain of them; and if there 1s no other foundation 
that God has laid but him, then all our faith, 
hopes, and expectations muſt be built on him, 
and if ſo, he is the foundation of all religion. 
The law was added becauſe of tranſgreſſion — that ſin 
by the law might become exceeding ſinful ; for we 
know, that where there is no law there is no tranf=- 
greſhon—1T had not known fin but by the law, for I 
bad not known luſt except the law had ſaid thou ſhalt 
not covet—it is the miniſtration of death and con- 
demnation to ſinners. They that truſt in Moſes 
are accurſed by him-—for as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the curſe, If ſo, it is the 
foundation of every guilty ſinner's eternal miſery, 


ruin, and deſtruction, inſtead of religion; and ſo 
2 | the 
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the hardened wretch will find that dies under the 
dreadful curſe of that divine law; for if there was 
no law, what has a ſinner to fear ?—where there 
is no law, there is no tranſgreſſion—fin is a tranſ- 
preſſion of the law—and as all have ſinned, all 
are condemned by the law—and the Jaw gives 
fin its deſtroying venom, and death its ſting— 
the ſting of death is ſin, and the ſtrength of ſin is the 
law, | 


As to moral religion—as a religion diſtinct 
from divine, I do not underſtand, nor you nei— 
ther, If by the word moral you mean the law, 
then all morality, or moral religion, muſt conſiſt 
of obedience to that law-—But as the /aw is ſpiri. 
tual, and man is carnal, fold under fin—and as the 
law commands love to God, with all - the heart, 
| foul, mind, and ſtrength—while man's carnal 
mind is enmity againſt God, not ſubject to his law, nor 
can be—then man can give the ſpiritual law no 
ſpiritual obedience, becauſe he cannot love God, 
for on theſe two commandments, love to God, 
and love to the neighbour, hang all the law and 
the prophets—if fo, there is no morality, or moral 
religion, but in thoſe happy ſouls who have the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt on them, and the love of 
God ſhed abroad in them. The righteouſneſs of the 
law is fulfilled in ſuch—who walk not after the fleſ 
but after the ſpirit, But you go on, being firſt in 
your own cauſe to appear righteous, and I, your 
honeſt neighbour, come after to ſearch you, whe- 
ther you are ſo or not, Prov. xviii. 17. 
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ce All I wiſh for is, that one more ſuitable 
c to the taſk it had fallen to, to have diſcuſſed 
ce the ſame; but you will bear with me patient- 
ce ly, while I endeavour, after my beſt man- 
de ner, to explain it to you.” It ſhould have 
been worded thus—All that I wiſh for is, that 
this taſk had fell to a more able hand. 


This apology ſeems needleſs, for however un- 
equal you may think yourſelf to this taſk, yet my 
thoughts are far otherwiſe; for I think there is 
no man more proper to ſlander the ſervants of 
God, and their ſervice, than ſuch an one as your- 
ſelf. Men that can deſert the honeft labour of 
the hodd, trowel, bruſh, lime, and hair, and jump 
into a ſurplice, a gown and caſſock, read the eſ- 
tabliſhed church ſervice, without any call or or- 
dination either from God or man, and run to 
Oxford or Cambridge for a few incoherent ſcraps 
of Greek, when they cannot write common ſenſe 
in their mother-tongue, hide his religion and 
profeſſion, in order to ſkulk by ſtealth into the 
eſtabliſhment, though God diſcover his hypo- 
criſy, blaſt his meaſures, and reſiſt his pride, is a 
man that is qualified for any thing but the mini- 
ſtry of God's word, and a profeſſion of his name. 


Now comes your explanation—ſuch an one as 


it is: 
c When Moſes ſmote the rock of old, water 


* 


e came forth, which followed Iſrael, and re- 


c freſhed and comforted them in a weary land; 
« and 
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« and God of his infinite mercy grant, that while 
% we are ſpeaking concerning the law of the 
Lord, ſome refreſhing comforts, ſome ſtreams 
„ of happineſs, may flow down to the refreſh- 
© ment of every mind in the preſence of God 
* to-night,” 
If you ſmite the law, in order to get refreſh. | 
ment, you had need to ſmite hard, for you will | 
as ſoon get blood from a poſt, as refreſhment 
from the law.—He therefore that miniſtreth to you 
the ſpirit, and worketh miracles among you, doth he 
it by the ſmiting] works of the law, or by the bear- 
ing of faith? Gal. iii. 5. That which refreſhes a 
ſoul muſt quicken or nouriſh life, but there is 
no ſuch thing in the law—for had there been a law 
given that could have given life, verily righteouſneſs 
ſhould have been by the law,—T do not fruſtrate the 
grace of God, for if righteouſneſs came by the law, 
then Chriſt is dead in vain, Gal. 11. 21, However, 
if you havea mind to ſmite, you may. You may 
get fire from the law, though you cannot get the 
water of life—God ſays, it is a fery law, Deut. 
XXXiii, 2,—And take heed, Sir, that it don't ſerve 
you as it did Iſrael of old, it ſet them on fire—but 
they knew it not; it burned them, but they laid it not 
10 heart, Iſa. xlii. 23. God calls his wrath, re- 
vealed in his law againſt ſin, a fire that is kindled 
in his anger, and ſhall burn io the loweſt hell, Deut. 
xxxii. 22. If ſo, the damned are the beſt judges 
of its contents, and they get no refreſhment from 
it; for Chriſt ſays, that thoſe ſmiters of the law 
| have 
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have called even to beggars for a drop of water to 
cool their tongue, Luke xvi. 24. which they had 
no call to do, if the law was ſo fraught with re- 
freſhment as you pretend. 


I wiſh, Sir, that you would deſire your ſchool- 
miſtreſs to ſet you a few more ſcripture leſſons, 
before you attempt to appear again in the office 
of an uſher, Paul ſays, that the rock that Moſes. 
ſmote was typical of Chriſt, who went in the 
cloud; if ſo, his ſmiting of it was typical of the 
Saviour's being ſmitten with the curſe of the 
law, when he was made a curſe for us, and died the 
juſt for the unjuſt. The water that refreſhed Iſrael 
was figurative of the water and blood that ran 
from his ſide at his death ; by his blood are we 
purified—his blood cleanſes from all fin; and by 
the ſpirit or water of life are we renewed and 
made fruitful; this is the refreſhment that ſatiſ- 
fied Iſrael Vor they drank of that ſpiritual Rock 
that followed them, and that Rock was Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
Xs 4. | 

This doctrine, Sir, is Antinomianiſm ; and the 
worſt Antinomianiſm that ever was preached in 
the world——is the law againſt the promiſes of God? 
God forbid, Gal. iii. 21,—for if refreſhment comes 
from the law, then life muſt come from the law, 
and if ſo, righteouſneſs muſt come from the law 
| alſo, for they go hand in hand—by Chriſt we have 
Juſtification unto life—bad there been a law given that 
could have given life, righteouſneſs ſhould have come 


6 TRE MODERN: 
by the law; and if ſo, as was before obſerved, then 
Chriſt is dead in vain. This doctrine ſets aſide 


the bounties of mercy, and the benefits of the 


croſs at once for if they that are of the law be 
heirs, faith is made void, and the promiſe of God of 
none effes, This is Antinomianiſm—and woe to 
ſuch Antinomians, who make void either the law 
of faith, or the law of works, But you pro- 
ceed in your arguments, and I after you to over- 
turn them. 


«© The moral law ſtands diſtinguiſhed from 
« all other laws, and is properly called moral, as 
te it has reſpect to its duties both unto God and 
*« unto man; our Lord diſtinguiſhed it very 
ce plainly from the ceremonial law, and as plainly 
&« from the judicial law, The law of God ap- 
© peared in very early times, and was written 
ie upon the heart of man in Paradiſe, this is 
© called the law of nature, or the law of inno- 
« cency.“ | | 

Inſtead of the moral law of God being diſtin- 
ouiſhed from all other laws, I always thought it 
was the only baſis and ſtandard of all laws; and, 
inſtead of its being called moral, it ought to be 
called ſpiritual, holy, juſt, and good ; and inſtead 
of its being called moral with reſpect to its du- 
ties, it ought to be called good with reſpect to 
the commands and requirements of it, —As to its 
being diſtinguiſhed from the judicial law by the 
Saviour, is a myſtery to me, for I never knew 
that the Jews had any law to go by but the law 


of 
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of Moſes, nor had they any authority to arraign or 
put any man to death but by that law; and 
inſtead of the Saviour's diſtinguiſhing that from 
the judicial law of the Jews, he charges them 
with aſſuming Moſes” chair, binding burdens on 
the people, robbing of widows, and binding of con- 

{ciences, by teaching for doctrines the commandments 
of men, and ſo making God's law of none effef by 
their traditions, and murdering the prophets of 
God by them, which the ſcriptures aſſert to be 
their pride, their hypocriſy, and their ruin, Had 
they believed Moſes, they would have believed 
the Saviour, for he wrote of him; but as they 
believed not Moſes' writings, it was not likely 
they ſhould believe his words. 


With reſpect to the moral and ceremonial 
laws—you might eaſily have brought them both 
to one point—for Chriſt is the end of the moral /aw, 
as you call it, for righteouſneſs - and the truth of 
the ceremonial law, as a prieſt and ſacrifice, 


As for the law of nature, and the law of inno— 
cency—theſe require a little defining. The law 
of God appears more or leſs on the thoughts and 
conſciences of heathens; and heathens are ſaid to 
be a law unto themſelves —but the original copy of 
this is the law of God ;—and if, by the law of 
innocency, you mean the law that God gave to 
Adam, it is the ſame but if you mean by the 
law of nature, any law that riature, or natural 
men, have given, they have always been contrary 
to the law of God, and are therefore ſtyled the 

B tradi- 
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traditions, commandments, and doctrines of men; 
ſuch are enforced by carnal power or policy, and 
generally make the commandments of God of 
none effect. But you proceed on your journey, 
and I after you as faſt as I can, 


« This is a law that is binding upon all man- 
« kind, as the Apoſtle has reference to, when 
« ſpeaking of the heathen world, who ſinned 
« without the written or revealed law, that theſe 
*« ſhould be judged by the law of nature, which 
« was written in every man's heart, or that law 
e which is within excuſing and*accuſing, accord- 
te ing to the nature of every action.“ | 


The law, whether written on paper or im- 
preſſed on a ſinner's conſcience, is really binding, 
as you aſſert, for Paul ſays, it genders to bondage, 
and bond ſlaves ſuch muſt remain, unleſs the Son 
make them free. The miniſtration of death gives 
no hope of life; it keeps thoſe that adhere to it 
for ſalvation through the fear of death all their life- 
time ſubjef to bondage but Chriſt came to deliver 
his people from the bondage of death—and thoſe that 
have got the Saviour's eaſy yoke on their necks, 
or are enabled 7o look into the perfect law of liberty, 


will be bleſſed id their deeds, though not rox them; 


and feeling his love in their hearts, and being 
ſenſibly upheld with his free ſpirit, they will 
ſtand faſt in the liberty wherewith he has made them 


free, and will nat again be entangled with the yoke of 
bondage. 


The 
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The law of heathens gives no hope—lt is 
God's law, written on the ſinner's heart by God's 
Spirit, that brings the ſinner into covenant with 
God—in which he finds life and peace, by faith 
in Chriſt, 

« The moral law is diſtinguiſhed by its pro- 
« miſe, its precept, and its puniſhment, and is 
« divided thus into three parts,” 

You ſhould have worded it thus—its precepts, 
its promiſes, and its puniſhments.—You ſhould 
have ſet the precepts firſt, for it commands be- 
fore it promiſes, and as it has got more precepts 
and puniſhments than one, they ſhould have been 
expreſſed in the plural. 

Its promiſes are theſe—both of which are pre- 
ceded by the precepts Honour thy father and thy 
mother, that thy days may be long in the land—which 
is the firſt commandment, with promiſe ; and David 
tells us what this promiſed bleſſing is he days of 
our years are tbreeſcore years and ten, and if by rea- 


ſon of ſtrength, they be fourſcore years, yet is their . 
ſtrength labour and ſorrow, Pſal. xc. 10. The next 


commandment, with promiſe, is this=7e hall 
therefore keep my ſtatutes and judgments —which, if a 
man do, he ſhall live in them, Lev. xvii. g. Here 


is doing firſt, and life for doing, you can bring 


no other promiſes from the law than theſe. But 
as no man can do, no man, by this law, can live— 


for had there been a law given, that could have given 


life, verily righteouſneſs ſhould have been by the law, 
The law is a killing letter, and curſes every ſin- 
B 2 ner 


20 THE MODERN 


ner that is under it—and he that eſcapes its bind- 
ing yoke, its killing power, and its dreadful 
curſe, is the believer in Chriſt, and him only— 
the juſt man ſhall live by his faith—but the law is not 
of faith—nor is faith of the law, Gal. iii. 11, 12. 
We may ſay of you, as Paul did of himſelf when 
in a ſtate of nature, you are alive without the law, 
for you never felt its killing power ; but if the 
command was to come to you, as it did to 
Paul, your fin would revive, as Paul's did, and you 
would die to all hope in the law as well as he, — 
No man that lies under the ſentence of death 
would ever expect life from that ſentence but you. 
=—— But you go on. 


cc This law continues, and will continue when 
« time is no more; for though it may, in this 
« life, differ from what it may be found in the 
& next life; it is certain, that, with ſome little 
& difference, the moral law will paſs into the 
& heavens with us—and we do not err when we 
« ſay, that God even governs angels round his 
de throne with it; for if ever the higheſt angel 
tc there could for a moment ceaſe to love God, 
te and ceale to love his fellow ſpirits, that mo- 
« ment would he tranſgreſs the holy law, and be 
cc like thoſe bound in chains of darkneſs.” 


Here you exerciſe yourſelf in high things, this 
wiſdom is too wonderful for me, I cannot attain unto 
il—and you, with your Aſſociation, are wiſe above 
what is writien in aſſerting it ;—Paul, who was 
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eaught up into Paradiſe, brought no ſuch things as 
theſe down. | 


As to the law differing in the next life from 
what it is in this—is what I will never grant—TI 
believe the law to be like its Author—withour 
difference—without variableneſs, or ſhadow of 
turning. This is the doctrine of a new board, or 
an old wife's fable revived; and inſtead of eſta- 
bliſhing the law, it is making it void—but the legs 
of the lame are not equal - ſo is a parable in the 
mouth of fools. If the law could be altered, 
there-might be a mitigation of the ſufferings of 
the damned—but as it will never alter, tney have 
no ground to hope for eaſe—and as it will never 
be repealed, they have no ground to hope for a 
gaol delivery. 


As to the moral law paſling into heaven with 
us—is ſtrange talk. If you had ſaid, that love ta 
God, which the law of God commands (but gives 


not), which is ſhed abroad in the believer's heart by 


the Holy Ghoſt, will go into heaven with him, 
you would have ſaid right—for charity never fail- 
eth, even though prophecy ſhall ceaſe and knowledge 
vaniſh, 


As to the angels round the throne being go- 
verned by the moral law—which you ſay that 
you and your combination do not err when they 
aſſert it ;—1I ſay, if you do not err, you talk 
without book ;—for I believe the moral law, as 
well as the goſpel, was given to us, not to an- 
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oels—Unto you, O men, I call (ſays God), and my 
voice is to the ſons of men. 


I read nothing about the law of God differing, 
nor about its paſſing with the ſaints into heaven, 
nor of God's governing angels about his throne 
with it—]T read that the law was added becauſe of 
tranſgreſſion, but I never read that it was added 


* becauſe of perfection—it was given that /in by the 


law might become exceeding ſinful—but not that 
glory in heaven might become exceeding illuſ- 


-. trious, Glory is to be diſplayed in another glaſs. 


Nor does the law reveal the glory of God as the 
face of Chriſt does. The terrors of the law of 
works will be diſplayed in hell, but in heaven 
God will diſplay the riches of his grace in glory (not 
by the law) but by Chriſt Jeſus. 

This, Sir, is another branch of Antinomianiſm. 
For if you, and your Aſſociation, who are to take 
the law with you, as you ſuppoſe, into heaven, 
be heirs — faith is made void, and the promiſes of God 
of none effeft, He is an Antinomian, Sir, that 


makes void either the law of works, or the. law 


of faith, 


Your ſuppoſition of angels ceaſing to love, and 
falling into endleſs darkneſs—is a doctrine. that 
ſprung from a bowl of negus. The angels ſtand 
on no ſuch brittle foundations as you have laid 
for them All things in beaven and earth are recon- 
ciled by Chrift, Col. i; 20.—He is therefore the head 
of all principality and power, Col. ii, 10. Angels 

are 
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are elected in Chriſt, and confirmed in him, 
1 Tim. v. 21. that made them; therefore take 
away your glaſs ſtool, and ſhake not the foothold 
of angels with your electricity. Now we pro- 
ceed again, 


«© What we ſhall then offer to eſtabliſh the 
c“ law, as being a perpetual obligation, will be 
„ founded, in the firſt place, upon the nature 
© of God—the evidence we have from his word 
c —the univerſal delight which all the ſaints of 
« God take in him, and from the example of 
“ our bleſſed Jeſus Chriſt—from the nature of 
«© God as the ſovereign ruler over all—and from 
* that relationſhip that is between us and him, 
& as his rational creatures,” 


You had better, Sir, have eſtabliſhed or 
founded the law in the hand of juſtice ;—law, 
Juſtice, and judgment, always go together F 7 
whet my glittering ſword (ſays God), and my hand 
take hold on judgment, I will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and reward them that hate me. This 
enemy and hater of God is every ſinner in the 
world that is not reconciled by faith in Chriſt— 
the carnal mind is enmity againſt God, it is not ſubjett 
to bis law, nor indeed can be, The law ſhews the 
infinite diſtance and diſproportion there is be- 
tween God and the ſinner, by revealing the holi- 
neſs of God and the vileneſs of the ſinner, and 
will keep all that cleave to it for life at an in- 
finite diſtance from God to all eternity, if they 
die under it, 
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The relationſhip that is between God and the 
ſaints is not brought about by the law, but by 


the Mediator, that ſtood in the gap between the 
Law-giver and the rebel—by the glorious Days- 
man, who laid his hand upon both, was it brought 
about He made peace by the blood of his croſs; and 
this relationſhip 1s obtained by faith in the word 
of reconcitiation—and all this is of grace, not of 
@evorks—it comes from Chriſt, not from the law— 


the ſaints were predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons 


before any law was ever publiſhed, Nor can this 
relationſhip, or union, take place between Chriſt 
and us, till we reckon ourſelves dead to the law—then 
we may be married to another ; to attempt the 
match before the law be dead is an act of adul- 
tery. 


The relationſhip that ſtands between God and 
vs, as rational creatures, affords but little com- 
fort; but the relationſhip that takes place be- 
tween God and us, by his everlaſting love to us, 
and abſolute choice of us in Jeſus, by which be 
has made us accepted in the Beloved, is pregnant 
with infinite comfort and ſatisfaction. — Now 
you and I will go on again, only you ſhall go 
foremoſt. 


6 God, as an infinite and univerſal ſovereign, 
« might have given to man what laws he pleaſed; 
© he might have given to man ſuch laws as 
« would have been very hurtful, painful, and 
deſtructive God might have done ſo, I ſay.” 


God 


If 
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God might have given—God has given ſuch 
Jaws as he thought proper. As to his giving laws 
painful, hurtful, or deſtruftive, we know the 
Judge of all the earth will ſurely do right; but 
as he is determined to ſtain the pride, of all hu- 
man glory, to humble the proud boaſter, and en- 
tangle or catch ſuch crafty wiſe gentlemen as 
you in their own craftineſs; he has given 
ſtatutes and judgments ſuitable for ſuch a pur- 
poſe, that their pride, their wiſdom, and them- 
ſelves, might periſh together, for ſeeking life 
where he ſays it is not to be had—W/herefore I 
gave them ſtatutes alſo that were not good, and judg- 
ments whereby they ſhould not live, and I polluted 
them in their own gifts, Ezek. xx. 25, 26. —- Now 
we ſhall ſet off again. 


«© Theſe laws were for the happineſs of man, 
c for they ſtand inſeparable.— The law of God 


ce ſtands inſeparable to the happineſs of man- 
F kind.“ 


God did not ſay to fallen Adam, when he 
called him, that his happineſs ſtood inſeparable to 
theſe words, in the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt 
ſurely die. He pointed him to a ſeed that ſhould 
deſtroy the devil, to a ſacrifice alſo, and to a 
better covering than that of his own contriving. 

I will anſwer this by a ſimile :—Suppoſe a thief 
has met a gentleman on the road, and robbed 
him of a groat, by our law that thief is tried and 
condemned—by his own crime he has brought 

the 
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the ſentence of death on himſelf, and therefore 
his deſtruction is owing to himſelf, This is the 
caſe with us ſinners God ſays, ye have robbed me, 
Mal. iii. 8.—The groat ſhall repreſent the leaſt 
ſin— F thou keep the whole law, and offend in one 
point, thou art guilty of all, James ii. 10.—And 
being out of Chriſt, thou art caſt and condemned, 
both by law and conſcience—be that believeth not 
is condemned already, and the wrath of God abides 
upon him, John iii. 36. Then the caſe ſtands thus 
—O man thou baſt deſtroyed thyſelf, Hol. xiii. g. 


Go thou to the cells of Newgate, and ſay to 
that condemned thief, under the ſentence of death, 
as you have faid to poor finners here, that his 
happineſs ſtands inſeparable to the law—and his 
anſwer will be this—the law is not made to con- 
demn a righteous man (or a man that is obedient 

+ to the laws of his country), but I am a thief, I 
have broken the law, I have been fairly tried by 
it, and am juſtly condemned, and now lie under 
the ſentence of it, and muſt die the death. This 
is juſt the ſinner's caſe, —T he law is not made to 
condemns à righteous man, nor a foul that God has 
juſtified by faith; but God ſays, there is none 
righteous [by nature], no not one, Rom. iii. 10. 
Then by the law every mouth is flopped, and the 

hole world become guilty before God, Rom. iii. 18. 
therefore telling the thief that his happineſs - 
ſtands inſeparable to the law, will afford him but 
little comfort. He will tell you that be law is 


good, 


PLASTERER DETECTED. 27 


good, Rom. vii. 12. but that he is evil, and there- 
fore the law hath wrought death in him, by that 
which is good (or by its own goodneſs), Rom. 
Vii. 13, He will own that the law was his-ad- 
verſary ; it was that adverſary, ſays he, that de- 
livered me to the judge, and the judge paſſed 
the ſentence of that law upon me, and then de- 
livered me to the officer of Newgate, and he 
caſt me into this priſon, Luke xii. 58. where I 
am to lay till the day of execution, and then to 
hang by the neck till I am dead. Do you then 
tell the condemned thief, as you have told poor 
ſinners in the beginning of this farrago, that you 
will ſmite the law, as Moſes did the rock, and 
get him ſome refreſhment from it? He will an- 
ſwer you, in the language of Paul, the law is the 
miniſtration of death and condemnation to me as a 
ſinner ; the judge has paſſed the ſentence of the 
law on me, and it is not in the power of the law 
ever to take it off—that law can never be 
repealed—therefore, Sir, I can find no ground of 
hope in it, and by it a condemned criminal can 
never live—and therefore your pointing me per- 
petually to the law is only rubbing freſh brine 
in my bleeding wounds, and ſinking my bur- 
dened ſoul under that ſentence, which I could 
wiſh might never enter my thoughts theſe few 
days that I have to live. And if he ſhould add, 
—Sir, you know only the letter of the law—it 
never ſerved its death warrant on you—you are 


alive without the law—a ſtranger to its ſpiricual 
means 
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meaning—a ſtranger to its intolerable ſentence— 
you only expoſe your ignorance of the matter, 
and betray your fooliſhneſs; and when he has 
bafled your logic, expoled your 1gnorance, 
condemned you by your own arguments, and 
ſtopped your mouth, then tack about, and do 
the work of an evangeliſt, 


Tell the condemned thief, that there is a Prince 
of peace at court, who is the king's own ſon, and 
has appeared for thouſands as a ſurety, by obey- 
ing the law that he has broken, and by dying 
under the ſentence that he has incurred, and is 
now a Mediator, an Advocate, and an Inter- 
ceſſor, and that every caſe he has in hand he 


has always carried with honour. Tell him, this 


is a new and living way—a way in which the king's 
pardon and the gift of eternal life has been con- 
veyed to millions, and that all who are thus 
pardoned are adopted into the royal family ; and 
then labour to perſuade him into the faith of 
this—and if faith comes on the thief by his 
hearing you, as God ſays it ſhall, Rom. x. 17. 
it will ſhortly lighten the weight of the ſentence, 
burſt the bands of laviſh fear, and cauſe a lively 
hope to riſe, ſuperior to the ſentence of death — 
He will then look to the Prince of peace for 
ſalvation, as he is commanded to do—look to me 
and be ye ſaved; and when he obtains his pardon, 
he will love the Lawgiver for his clemency— 
the Prince for his wonderful undertaking—and 
he will love the law becauſe it is good, and be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe he knows it cannot condemn one that is 
adopted into the royal family, and united to the 
Prince of peace.—Then tell the adopted thief, 
that he muſt look to the law as his only rule, and 
he will tell you, that the love of his Prince, ſhed 
abroad in his heart, the law of love and grati- 
tude within him, conſtrains to obedience more than 
all the written rules in the world. This is logic, 
Sir, that will baffle all the dog Latin, or gallipot 
Latin, that you are maſter of. 


If you never felt the weight and terror of theſe 
things, you never was called to the miniſtry ; 
and if you know not how to apply them, you 
have no more right to appear in a pulpit, chan 
you have on the throne of Great Britain—and 
would cut a better figure with the pail of white- 
waſh, the bruſh, and trowel, than you will at daub- 
ing the minds and conſciences of poor ſinners with 
ſuch untempered mortar as this. 


% God has made man a law, by which he will 
ce govern his actions, and by which man is to be 
© accountable to him.” 


It is true, with reſpect to all ſinners out of 
Chriſt, and woe be to that man that is under this: 
government—and woe be to that man that is to 
be accountable to God for all his actions under 
that law—for as many as are of the works of the 
law are under the curſe—and by the deeds of the law 
ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified ;-—but the ſaints com- 
fort is that they are not under the law, but under 


grace — 
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grace—and that God .has juſtified them freely by 
faith, and declares tt iat be Juſt man ſhall live by 
bis faith, Hab. ii. 4. This is the ſaint's bleſſing 
— they are juſtified fro m all things from which they 
never could be juſtified by the law of Moſes, —All 
that cleave to the law are without God, and without 
hope in the world; and although your Iſhmaelitiſh 
race is more numerou s than the free-born ſons of 
Zion, yet God ſtyle:s them all defolate—your 
mother has no huſban«l, and your bond brethren 
have no father in heaven; you that feed on the 
law are but baſtards at beſt, for your mother 
Hagar never was mz:irried—more are the children 
of the deſolate than the children of the married wife, 
ſaith the Lord, Ila. liv. 1. | 


« The law ſtill ſtamds as an obligation binding 
« upon men, and by which he will be account- 
« able ro God, as tha.t law which is the inſtru- 
c ment of Jehovah's government, and which is 
ce delivered to us for our inſtruction, and is food 
« to our minds—it is very true that many will 
ce not grant what we here affirm.” 


Whoſoever denies your affirmation with re— 
ſpe& to yourſelf is wing; for a man that is hood- 
winked and blinded by Moſes” vail, as you are, 
ſtumbling on the dar k mountains, a ſtranger to 
faith, ſmiting the law f; or comfort, and calling it the 
food of your mind, is u nder the binding power of the 
law, and its curſe too —we know the law is a yoke 
of bondage to all ſuch h, which neither the apoſtles 
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nor their fathers were able to bear while in a ſtate 
of nature, as you are; in this ſenſe it is binding 
indeed, and if you die under the bondage of it, 
and are accountable to God in the great day for 
every tranſgreſſion thereof, according to your 
doctrine, you will be damned for ever; for it nei- 
ther gives life, nor mews mercy; and though it 
is the food of your minds, yet it never was the 
food of God's ſaints, they fed upon Chriſt, the 
bread of life but Moſes gave them not that 
bread, but God our Father giveth us the true bread, 
that we might eat thereof and not die—he that eateth 
of this bread ſhall live for ever, John vi. 31, 32, 33» 
35.—This is the ſpiritual meat that the Iſraelites 
of old fed on; they that were left of the ford 
found grace in the wilderneſs, Jer. xxx1. 2. and food 
_ todo, 

But you complain that ſome *© will not grant 
& what we affirm;” if you mean with reſpect to 
yourſelves, you ſay falſe, for I do grant it; but 
if you mean, that the ſaints of God will not al- 
low the law to be the food of their minds and the 
yoke of their necks, you ſay true; for there is not 
a penman in the Bible, nor a believer in all the 
world, that will grant that the food of eternal life 
can ſpring from the ſentence of everlaſting death 
and damnation, The bread of life, Chriſt ſays, 
is the gift of God, and is promiſed to faith ; but 
the law is not of faith; the law gives neither life 
nor food; both are promiſed bleſſings of a cove- 
nant of grace; and though you, Sir, and the reſt 
| of 
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of your combination, affirm to the contrary, Chrifl 
contradicts you all, and ſays, Moſes gave you not 
that bread from heaven, John vi. 32.—they that 
eat of the manna, and they that fed on the law, 
are both dead together, 


After I have ſhaved off your downy beards, and 
docked your ſkirts cloſe by the buttocks, I hope 
you will tarry at Fericho till your beards be grown, 
before you return again, 2 Sam. x. 4, 5. 


« Paul was aware of this, that men would be 
ce ready to charge him with delivering ſenti- 
« ments contrary to the law; ſo far from eſta- 
© bliſhing the law, they would conclude that he 
tc rejected it. Paul ſtates a queſtion, and an- 
cc ſwers it, Do we then make void the law through 
ce faith? So far from it, I have endeavoured to 
ce eſtabliſh it upon an immoveable footing, and 
© to repreſent it to all men as a law of infinite 
tc importance, and of immutable obligation.” 


La) 


I wiſh you would leave Paul out of your com- 
bination ; for he never taught any man, or men, 
to bring a railing accuſation againſt the juſt, nor 
to belye them that love and fear God, and walk 
upright before him. Paul ſays nothing about 
aſſociations, evangelical ſocieties, boards, benches, 
or combinations, meeting together to foment 
each others malice, and provoke each others 
Jealouſy, in behalf of their own honour, againſt 
thoſe that labour in the word and doctrine. Nor 
does he allow men to ſpin texts out of their own 


brains, 
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brains, and make God's truth a noſe-of-wax to fit 
a fallen countenance, or raiſe a ſinking reputation; 
nor yet to make it a cloak of maliciouſneſs, to 
cover their villany, while they are condemning 
the juſt by a perverſion of the truth, Paul ſays» 
profeſſors deſtitute of grace ſhall heap to them- 
ſelves teachers (ſuch as you), having itching ears—= 
and that their ears ſhall be turned from the truth, 
and turned to fables—and that men of corrupt minds 
ſhall ſtart up (as you have done), peaking perverſe 
things to draw diſciples after them—that novices 
will be lifted up with pride, and jump into fans 
cied orders, or ſkulk to a college, until they Fall 
into the condemnation of the devil—and that they 
will turn aſide to vain jangling, defiring to be teachers 
of the law (as you do), knowing neither what they 
| ſay, nor whereof they affirm (which is your caſe). 
Paul never tells young coxcombs to (ſtuff their 
noddles with ſcraps of Greek, crumbs of He- 
brew, and incoherent ſhreds of dog Latin; he 
tells us that ſuch are barbarians to the people; that 
men of fables, as well as old wives, ſhall both 
keep ſilence in the church—for our faith is not to 
ſtand in man's wiſdom, but in God's power, Paul 
never told me to cringe to the heels of old widows, 
for the ſake of a little ſhort ſtuff to nurſe my 
pride, and indulge my lazineſs, but bids me be- 
ware of that ſort of men that creep into houſes, 
and lead captive filly women, laden with divers luſts 
and pleaſures, ever learning, but never able to come 10 
the knowledge of the truth. 

C The 
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The irreverend Mr. BeLLy of Graveſend, in 
Kent, had no warrant from Paul, nor any other 
inſpired penman, when he charged the word of 
God with impurity, and me with © taking texts 
ce that a modeſt man would bluſh at”—Paul ſays, 
all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is pro= 


fitable for doctrine, &c. 2 Tim. iii. 16. and if ſo, every 
word of God muſt be pure, Prov. xxx. 5. Paul 


never charges a man with endeavouring to ſwim 
a City with blood for adhering to, and attempting 
to declare the whole counſel of God to ſinners. — 
Nor did he ever command the reverend Mr. Pin- 
' NERSHALL to call a ſaved ſinner “ an air balloon 
cc filled with inflammable air“ (inſtead of the 
grace of God), „ that was ſhortly to burſt to 
« pieces.“ —Nor did he ever teach you, Sir, to 


take my ſermon to pieces, unleſs you were able 


to contradict it, or put a better one together, 


As far as I am acquainted with Paul, he is al- 
together againſt your proceedings, and as oppo- 
ſite to theſe your doctrines as the Alcoran is to 
the Bible.—He tells us, that all are in the fleſh, 
and bond children, that are under the law ; which 
you ſay is binding to you—he ſays, that by the 
deeds of it ſhall no fleſh living be juſtified, by which 
you ſay you are all to be accountable to God in 
the great day. You get your food where Paul 


got his death. You ſay the law is the food of 


your minds; but Paul ſays, I through the law's 


commanding and killing power, am dead io the 
law's empty promiſe, that I might live unto God, 
under 
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under the Spirit's influence I am crucified with 
Chriſt, by his death in my ſtead ; yet I live, be- 
cauſe Chriſt my life lives; yet not 1, but Chriſt 
liveth in my heart by faith, and the life that I now 
live in the fleſh 1 live by the ſaith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. I do not 
fruſtrate the grace of Gd; fer if righteouſneſs came 
by the law, then Chriſt is dead in vain, Gal. 11. 20, 21. 
This is Paul's food, though it be not yours. 


You eſtabliſh the law, with all its binding 
power, upon your own necks, and ſay you are to 
be accountable to God by that, which if you are, 
I fay you will be damned—for heaven and earth 
ſhall paſs away before one jot or title of the law ſhall 
fail; but the ſaints of God, who are bleſſed with 
faithful Abraham, are not under the law but under 
grace; and Paul declares that ſuch as have God's 
love in their hearts, and the righteouſneſs of God 
on them, that the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled 
in them, who walk not after the fleſh but after the 
ſpirit, Rom. viii. 1. Paul ſays, by faith the be- 
liever comes to Mount Zion (not to Sinai), to Ged 
the judge of all, and to the Mediator of the New 
Teſtament, where he is not without the law of love 
to his reconciled Father, but under a magnified 
law to Chriſt his Surety and Mediator. | 


Paul levels the whole contents of the law, as a 
covenant of works, at ſuch gentlemen as you, 
who make it the food of your minds, and ſays, 
now we now that what things ſoever the law ſaith, 
it ſaith to them that are under the law, that every 
1 mouth 


36 THE MODERN 


mouth may be ſtopped, Rom. iii. 19. from boaſting, 
if not with food. Paul knew that God worketh in 
the ſaints, both to will and to do of his own good 
pleaſure z and that the love of Chriſt conſtraineth thoſe 
that are his, for they receive grace for obedience 
to the faith; and they find, that the grace of God 
teaches them to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this evil world. 
Grace deſtroys the dominion of ſin; it reigns not 
in them, for they are not ander the law, but under 
grace—but theſe I find are doctrines that you 
know nothing about. Solomon ſays, @ fool, while 
he holdeth his peace, ſhall be accounted a wiſe man. — 
But you go on to open your mouth, and I after 
you to expoſe your fooliſhneſs, 


e The delight that the ſaints have always taken 

c in the law of God, confirms all that I have 
cc ſaid. Job ſays, it is ſweeter than the honey and 
ce the honey comb: now when he ſpeaks of the word 
© you are not to ſuppoſe that he excludes the 
e law; it would be falſe, and an anti- ſcriptural 
&« jdea for us to entertain in our minds; when he 
ce ſays it is ſweeter than honey, and more deſire- 
te able than his daily food, he includes the moral 
«© law. The Plalmiſt David frequently, and how 
ce high, does he extol and ſpeak of this law of 
« God? if any perſon reads the nineteenth Pſaim, 
there David tells us that the law is perfect 
te converts the ſoul—that it enlightens the mind 
&« that it rejoices the heart—I ſay, if any one 
© reads 
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& reads the nineteenth Pſalm, where David ex- 
« preſſeth himſelf thus concerning the law, they 
« would not only be filled with impiety, but 
«© blaſphemy, to ſuppole that the law of God is 
* of no uſe to us,” 


* 


Having chaſed you out from under Paul's 
wings, I find you have now taken ſhelter under 
the patrimony of Job and David, where I muſt 


unkennel you again. 


Firſt, with reſpect to Job Job knew where to 
find the law as his friend, which you never have 
yet. Job knew that the law was againſt him as 
a ſinner; hence he ſays, God hath ſewed up mine ini. 
quity in a bag. I know that thou wilt not hold me 
innocent, which he could not be if he was to be 
accountable to God by the law; for he owned he 
had linned, and therefore ſays, How ſhall man be 
juſt with God? If he will contend with him, be can- 
not anſwer him one of a thouſand, If I ſpeak of 
ſtrength, lo! he is ſtrong; and if of judgment, who 
| ſhall ſet me a time to plead ?—Job ſaw the contents 
of God's law, and ſays, put me in a ſurety with 
thee, one that can deliver me from the law, and 
make peace between God and me; O 2hat there 
were a Day's-man between us, that could lay his hand 
upon us both, From the curſe of the law, Job 
expected to be redeemed, and ſays, I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the lat- 
ter day upon the earth, And by this Surety he 
expected redemption from the law; and that law, 
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diſarmed of its curſe and condemning power, he 
expected to find in the heart of his Day's-man, as 
the law was put into the ark under the Moſaic 
cconomy; hence he calls the Saviour the mercy 
ſeat, where he knew he ſhould be juſtified and 
delivered both from the curſe of the law, and the 
vengeance of his Judge—O that I knew where 1 
might find him] that I 'might come even to bis ſeat ; 
1 weuld order my cauſe before him, and fill my mouth 
with arguments : there (namely at the mercy ſeat) 
the righteous might diſpute with him; ſo ſhould I be 
delivered for ever from my Judge, Job xxiii. 7. But 
by your doctrine there is no deliverance, for you 


fruſtrate the grace of God, and make void the 
law of faith. N 


You ſay, „ that the ſaints are to be account- 
able to God by the law at the great day, —if 
ſo, they muſt periſh—fer by the deeds of the law 
Hall no fleſh living be juſtified. Nor will a ſaint's 
beſt days or beſt duties ſtand the ſcrutiny of the 
law, and fo you will find it; for if an angel in 
heaven, by ceaſing to love, could become like 
them that are bound in chains of darkneſs, what 
will become of you by this doctrine, who art a 
compolition of blindneſs, ignorance, and errors; 
filled with envy, hatred, malice, and all un- 
charitableneſs. Job ſaw a way, in which he ſays, 


I know I ſhall be juſtified; but I am jure you do 


not. 


I come now to chaſe you out of the covert that 
you have taken to in David; the King of Zion is 
| no 
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no protector of thoſe that flander with their tongues, 
but declares they that hate the righteous ſhall be de- 
folate, David ſaw the dimenſions of the law in 
the hands of a juſt God, which you never did, and 
ſays, fearfulneſs and trembling hath taken hold of me, 
and I am afraid of thy judgments, And with re- 
ſpect to his own ſcanty obedience, and the impoſ- 
| ſibility of being juſtified by it, you have theſe 
words, I have ſeen an end of all perfection, but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad: enter not into judg- 
ment with thy ſervant, O Lord, for in thy fight ſhall 
no fleſh living be juſtified. From this his eyes 
were turned to ſee the Saviour coming to ſtand 
in his law place—Sacrifice and offering thou didſt 
not deſire ; mine ears haſt thou opened; burnt offerings 
and fin offerings haſt thou not required : then ſaid I, 
Lo! I come; in the volume of the book it ts written 
of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy 
law ts within my heart, Pſal. xl. 6, 7, 8. David, 
by the eye of faith, purſued his Saviour to the 
croſs, where the law was to loſe its curſe, and death 
its ſting ; and from hence he received the law, 
diſarmed of its curſe, brought home to his heart 
by the Spirit of God, which proclaimed liberty 

to his ſoul from the bondage of the law, reſtore to 
me the joys of thy ſalvation, and uphold me with thy 
free Spirii—the law of his God is in his beart, 
none of bis ſteps ſhall ſlide, Thus David got the 
law in his heart, but you have not got it either 
in heart or head, Now David goes on with 
his Saviour—they have pierced my bands and my 
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feet, they partid my garments among them, and caft 
lots upon my veſiure ;—by this hc ſaw that the Sa- 
viour's blood could waſh himi from ſin, and that 
his righteouineſs could cover his ſoul, if revealed 


to him by the Holy Ghoſt, which goodneſs of 


God to ſtruck him, that he ſays, 1 had utterly 
fainted, unleſs 1 had believed to ſee the goodneſs of God 
in ihe land of the living; mark, it was his faith that 
kept him from ſinking God wrought a lively 
faith in him, and applied the Saviour's benefits to 
him, which made him rejoice, after he had prayed 
Purge me with byſep, and 1 ſhall be clean; waſh me, and 


4 ſhall be whiter than ſnow; then he begins to tri- 


umph, I believed, and therefore have I ſpoken. 
Bleſſed is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
through Chriſt's blood; Bleſſed is the man whoſe fins 
are covered, with Chriſt's robe; Bleſſed is the man 
unto whom the Lord will not impute fin, having im- 
puted it unto the ſinner's Surety ; bleſſed is the 
man in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile, being regene- 
rated and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, 


David obtaining his juſtification this way, ever 


after calls the Saviour his Lord and King—the 
Lord ſaia unto my Lord; —he knew that by the law 
he was a dead man, and by that law for ever loſt ; 
hence he calls himſelf a finner ſaved, and a child 


| begotten. He that is our God, is the God of 
falvation ; and wnto'God the Lord belong the iſſues 


from death; which regenerated iſſues he calls, he 
generation of God's children, ——- After a little more 


labour 
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labour and toil, running in and out, round about, 
up and down, to and again, I find you ſettling in 
this concluſion: 


« Paul ſays that he delighted in the law after 
e the inner man, that though he felt in his mem- 
cc bers a warring againſt it, though his fleſh was 
c not pleaſed with it, becauſe it led him to mor- 
ce tification, becauſe it ſhewed him his errors,” 
&c, &c. | 

I could wiſh that you would let the inner man 
alone, for you are entire ſtrangers to one another, 
You are ignorant of the Father of him, the con-. 
ception of him, the formation of him, the nature 
of him, the features of him, the food of him, and 
the diſpoſition of him; therefore have thou no- 
thing to do with that juſt man, I have ever aſ- 
ſerted, and will aſſert, that the man who is re- 
newed in the ſpirit of his mind, bleſſed with 
peace, and in union with God, will ever love 
God's law, and be the moſt evangelical obſerver 
of it, and the moſt obedient to it. 

I heartily wiſh that you would ſhew me, from 
the preſs, any one command in the law of God 
that will either juſtify you or your miniſtry ; 
either your doctrines or your conduct. 

As to the law leading Paul to mortification— 
I deny it; it led Paul to wrath, death, and enmity, 
and gave occaſion to all manner of laſciviouſneſs 
to diſcover its curſed enmity againſt God. I was 
alive without the law once, but when the commandment 
came, fin revived, and 1 died—and the commanament, 

15 which 
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which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death 
ut fin, taking occaſion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiſcence ; for without the law 
fin was dead. But fin, taking occaſion by the com- 
mandment, deceived me, and by it flew me, Rom. vii. 
8, 9, 10, 11. Will you call this leading Paul to 
mortification ? I trow not, The Holy Ghoſt led 
him to mortification, aſſiſted him in it, and kept 
him at it; and he tells the ſaints, that if they 
through the Spirit (not through the law) do mortify 
the deeds of the body, they ſhall live, Rom. viii. 13. 
As the legs of the lame are not equal, ſo is a parable in 
the mouth of fools, Prov. xxvi. 7, — Now we tra- 
vel again. | 


« The appearance of Chriſt in the world, what 
& he did in it, and his ſufferings on the croſs, 
cc do not a little contribute to ſhew, how un- 


«© changeable and immutable it is in its vaſt de- 


e mands, and its requirements; now when our 
« Saviour appeared in the world, we are dull of 
ce underſtanding if we ſuppoſe his appearance was 
« merely as a legiſlator or a lawgiver.“ 


The appearance of Chriſt in the world was to 
give the law a perfect obedience, as God's ho- 
nourable ſervant; to reveal the mind and will of 
God, as a Prophet; to offer himſelf a ſacrifice, as 
a Prieſt; and then to gather his ſubjects, and 
found his government, as a King. 


I believe no wiſe man in the world ever once 


dreamed of the law of God being changeable or 
mutable, 


/ 
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mutable, as you phraſe it, except yourſelf ; where 
the word unchangeable 1s mentioned, the word 
immutable is needleſs. —Is this the Collegian that 
has ſo long boaſted of his learning, and ſpent ſo 
much ridicule at my ignorance ? 

If the Saviour's ſufferings on the croſs ſhew the 
immutable demands and requirements of the law, 
I wonder how you dare to take it upon your 
neck. God ſmote the Shepherd, that the ſheep 
might be ſcattered from the ſtroke, but you are 
diſobedient to this; you ruſh your guilty head 
Juſt under the ſword. God ſays, that Chriſt ſhall 
be an hiding place from that ſtorm, and a covert 
from that tempeſt; but you are determined to 
weather it. You have no notion of embracing 
the Rock for want of a ſhelter, Stand your 
ground then—God declares, that an overflowing 
ſhower ſhall ſweep away both the plaſterer and 
his daubed wall, Ezek. x111. 11, 12. 

It appears to me ſcandalous to get up before 
an audience and accuſe me of making the law 
mutable, which is what no wiſe man ever thought 
of, till you mentioned it in this ſermon ; for you 
ſay, © with a little alteration it ſhall go to heaven 
c with us.” This, Sir, is Antinomianiſm. I 
have laboured to eſtabliſh the law as immutable 
as its Author, —It will never vary, change, nor 
admit of any alteration, though you wickedly 
aſſ-rt it, You are a double-diſtilled Antinomian. 
You make void both law and goſpel. You 
found noching of this in my ſermon, that you 
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bought at Mr. Terry's two days before this your 
attempt to ridicule it ; but, alas! you don't un- 
derſtand it, You know neither law nor goſpel. 
You are an entire ſtranger both to the knowledge 
of God, and to the ignorance of yourfelf. I there- 
fore publicly defy you ever to overthrow, by the 
word of God, one paragraph of my ſermon, or 
to eſtabliſh either the law or the goſpel in your 
preſent ſtate of ignorance. And if you don't im- 
prove faſter in your claſſical learning, you will 
never be capable of common ſenſe, much leſs 
divinity. 

As you appear in fancied orders, and uſe the 
Church of England ſervice; I muſt recommend 
you to a ſhare in her petitions, as an object of 
her pity, © Forgive our perſecutors and ſlander- 
* ers, and turn their hearts.” That this is need- 
ful will appear in your next paragraph, wherein 
you prove yourſelf to be one of that ſtamp— 
accuſe yourſelf of ſlander and murder—and then 
ignorantly condemn both yourſelf and your ſer- 
mon. 


“ J came not, ſays the Saviour, to repeal the 
te law's authority, but to explain and enforce it; 
tc to move the falſe gloſſes the Phariſees have put 
ce upon it. I come to tell you, you muſt not be 
angry with your brother. — I come to tell you 
ce its ſpirituality, that it reaches to the heart.— 
«You thought, if you had not committed mur- 
tt der and adultery you had complied with the 
ce law,” 


I thought 


„ 
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I thought the Saviour came to obey the law, and 
to be the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that believeth. I thought he came to reſtore 
us and renew us by grace, However, if this be 
the Saviour's doctrine, it is ealily diſcerned what 
regard you pay to it; and how exactly you walk by 
that holy rule—who can get up into a pulpit, in 
the garb of an eſtabliſhed divine, which is a mere 
deception, lampoon a ſermon that you cannot 
contradict, and ridicule a ſervant of God, whom 
you never had any connection with in the world, 
nor ever ſhall have, and ſlander a man, whoſe life 


or doctrine you cannot condemn.—lIs not this 


anger againſt a brother—I will not ſay a brother 
in the faith—for you know not the brotherly co- 
venant; and if ſuch anger be murder, as the 
ſcriptures witneſs, then who 1s the murderer ?— 
But, alas! when God blaſts the fleſhly reputation 
of ſuch aſpiring gentlemen, they always level 
their venom at thoſe whom God delights to own 
and honour, | 


I cannot but admire the wiſdom of God, in 
taking you in your own craftineſs, and over= 
ruling your ſpeech ſo as to make you expoſe your 


. fooliſhneſs to the congregation, and condemn 


both yourſelf and your folly, all the while you 
was holding me in the pillory—for you add: 


cc T tell you, if you are angry with your bro- 
* ther, if you ruin his reputation, you are guilty 


of 
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te of a breach of the law of God as much as if 


c you had taken away his life,” 


Here my accuſer has arraigned himielf— 
proved himſelf a murderer—and owns that he 
has taken away my life, God grant that inno- 
cent blood be not laid to his charge. However, 
my enemy ſeems to have no conſcience of this, 
for when Miſs MorTon aſked him, „ How he 
could abuſe, in the public pulpit, thoſe whoſe 
6 miniſtry God owned and bleſſed, and if he did 
c not expect to be dealt with as he had dealt 
« with others?” He anſwered, © To be ſure;“ 
and ſeemed as much pleaſed with his perform» 
ance as Cain was, when he went from the pre- 
ſence of God to build the city of Enoch. And 
how an Evangelical Aſſociation can fit under ſuch 
ſlander as this; give their approbation of it, by 
countenancing of it; thank God for it; and crave 
his bleſſing on it, when God himſelf, according 
to my antagoniſt, calls it murder; is a myſtery to 


me; and mult reſt with them. But we go on 


again. 


« When Chriſt ſays, heaven and 3 ſhall 
cc paſs away, before one jot or tittle of my word 
cc ſhall fail, Keep it in your idea, that the worD 


* 


ec includes the law—and we ought not to ſepa-, 


c rate the law of God from the goſpel, in as 
e much as the law of God runs through the 


te whole, and is blended with every part of the 
e New Teſtament,” 


If 
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If heaven and earth are both to paſs away be- 
fore one jot or tittle of the law can fail (which I 
really believe), then the law cannot be altered, or 
admit of that alteration, when it goes into hea- 
ven with you, as you formerly allerted. Your 
former eſtabliſhed alteration 1s now overthrown, 
and I defy you ever to ellabliſh it on one goſpel 
baſe, if you preach for ſeven years. This is wild 
divinity, and worſe affinity—a ſtrange e 
where there is no connection. 


I always thought that the goſpel the Sa- 
viour preached to the poor was opening the priſon 
doors to thoſe that were bound by the law ; that his 
giving ſpiritual fight to ihe blind conſiſted in re- 
moving the vail that remained in reading the 
Old Teſtament; that in taking Chriſt's yoke up- 


on us, we got rid of that which neither we nor 
our fathers were able to bear. 


c We are not to ſeparate the law from the 
ce goſpel,“ ſay you.—We have no call—God has 
done that ready to our hands. He has ordered the 
curſe of the law to be pronounced on Mount 
Ebal, which Paul. makes to be Mount Sinai— 
and in the figure Hagar, which includes all that 
are of the works of the law, for they are 
. under the curſe. And upon Mount Gerizim, 
God orders the bleſſing; which, David ſays, is 
Mount Zion—fer there the Lord commanded the 
bleſſing, even life for evermore. The ſword of the 
Lord comes down on Idumeah, the people of bis curſe, 
to Jndgmnent ; ; while thoſe that be of faith are bleſſed 

with 
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with faithful Abraham. —The law is the miniſtration 
of death. The goſpel brings life and immortality 
to light. The wages of ſin is death to the legaliſt— 
the pift of God is eternal life to the believer, One 
covenant requires doing—the other receiving. One 
ſays, Do, and live—and the other ſays, I will put 
my ſpirit upon them, and they ſhall live. One is 
called works—the other grace, If ſalvation be of 
works, it is no more of grace—if it be of grace, it is 


no more of works—grace muſt withdraw and be no 
more grace, or works muſt withdraw and be no 


more works, Rom. xi. 6. 


To be ſhort, Sir, if life be the gift of God to his 
adopted children, it cannot be called the wages 
of bond ſervants; and if life be the wages that 
God as a maſter pays to his bond ſervants for 
their work, then it cannot be called the gift of 
God to his children. To him'that worketh for life, 


the reward is rekoned of debt, he muſt keep the : 


whole law or be damned ; but to him that worketh 
not for life, but believes on him that juſtifies the un- 
godly, his faith is counted for righteouſneſs, Rom. iv. 
4, 5.— He is a ſon of God by faith, and the fon 
abides in the houſe or family of God for ever; 
but the ſervant, though he ſteal into it, as you 
have done, abideth not ever, John viii. 35. but is 
caſt out, as the bond woman and her ſon was, 
while the free woman and the heir of promiſe 
live, continue, and inherit all, Gal. iv. 3o, 31. 


This 
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This blending of yours, Sir, breeds confuſion, 
not harmony; it is not rightly dividing the word of 
truth. This is not the doctrine that was com- 
municated under the influence of cloven tongues. 
— This is not ſeparating the vile, from the 
precious.—This is not explaining the two cove- 
nants; but is confulion—a jumbling of wrath 
and love, curſes and bleſſings, death and life, 
ſervants and ſons, commands and promiſes, wives 
and whores, baſtards and heirs, the vail of igno- 
rance and the light of knowledge, enmity and 
friendſhip, rebels and loyaliſts, ſervants of 
Mammoa and ſervants of God, light and dark- 
nels, glory and damnation, all together. Sir, 
the word of God bears me out, chapter and verſe, 


in all that I have ſaid, I have not deviated either 
from the letter or the ſenſe of ſcripture, 


This blending of yours is what God calls n- 
tempered mortar z for you do not temper the mercy 
of God in harmony with juſtice, in his promiſe, 
as it is held forth to the broken hearts of his 
children, in the law-obeying and jultice-ſatisfy- 
ing Saviour. Nor do you hold forth your know- 
ledge of the terrors of God in his law, to per- 
ſuade the bond children of the legal covenant to 
eſcape the curſe of it. But you go on again to 
exalt yourſelf; and I after, to abaſe you, 


c Why did the Saviour lay himſelf down, that 
te he might ſuffer in our ſtead? It was all done 
* to magnify the law of God; it was done to 

« fix 
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« fix it upon an immutable footing, and to ren- 
ve der it eternally venerable, both in the ſight of 
« men and angels; and therefore we cannot have 
tc too high a reſpect to the law of God—for all 
ce the perfections of God ſhine forth here. It is 
« a tranſcript of his mind and will. Here does 
66 his holineſs appear—here does his truth appear 
e —here does his juſtice appear—here does his 
cc eternity appear. Some will tell us, it is done 
© to introduce a better law—that they term a 
« remedial law. A remedial law is to reduce 
te the law to a covenant of works, and bring. it 
&« down to terms, which they call faith and re- 
e pentance, &c, which terms, as they tell us, 
«© God fixed. Salvation, in a remedial law, is 
de that which fills the mind full of pride, and 
« puffs it up againſt the law of God.” 


Here we are told, that the ſufferings of the Sa- 
viour were all done to magnify the law ; but he 
never tells us how—* in laying himſelf down” — 
but not a word about his obedient life“ to fix 
« jt upon an immutable footing, and to render it 
cc eternally venerable in the ſight of men and 
« angels.” By the Saviour's obedient life the 
lau was magnified and made honourable. -By the 
Saviour's death, God appeared juſt to his threat- 


ening, as well as the juſtifier of him that believeth 


in Jeſus, By the Saviour's death, juſtice was ſa- 
tisfied, judgment was executed, God appeaſed, 
and ſinners ranſomed. Juſtice being ſatisfied, 
and judgment executed, a throne of grace was 


raiſed. 
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raiſed, But that ſinners might be redeemed, wag 
what God had 1n view 1n ail this, which you ſeem 
to have left quite out of the queſtion. 


All that you have obterved about the “ per- 
ce fections of God ſhining in the law,” you ſtole 
out of my ſermon; they are all my own words 
verbatim—only you have not ranged them as I 
did, for fear of expoling your diſhoneſty, or for 
want of divine learning. 


And all that you have ſaid about a “ remedial 
& Jaw,” is all to be found in one of the books 


that I have publiſhed; therefore I can ſay no- 


thing againſt them, for I ſhall not contradict my- 
ſelf, though you do. 


As for the Saviour's © dying to make the law 
« eternally venerable”—]I think that his unpa- 
rallelled ſufferings under the curſe of it, as a cove- 
nant of works, makes it appear eternally terrible. 
And you would ſay ſo too, if you had felt the 
effects of it as Paul did; you would have been 
ready to conclude with him, that the law is con- 
trary to, and altogether againſt man; and that 
the Lord Chriſt has ſlain the enmity, by blotting 
out the hand-writing of ordinances that was 
againſt us, and contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his croſs, Col. ii. 14.—baving 
aboliſhed in bis fleſh the enmity, even the law of com- 
mandments contained in ordinances, Eph. ii. 15. and 
ſe making peace. 


Da Paul, 
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Paul, in his way of eſtabliſhing the law, has ſet 
a talk that you cannot learn—it 1s a path that no 
fowl knoweth—a path that you have never trod ; 
and I am bold to tell you to your head, that you 
have not, in this ſermon, eſtabliſhed the law 
upon one of Paul's baſes. This ſermon is a wall 
of your own daubing altogether—the more you 
labour, the farther you get from Paul's point, and 
are ſure to run foul either of the promiſe or the 
command every attempt you make; and woe be 
to that man for ever, that makes void either the 


law of God, or the faith of Chriſt. 


Sometimes you ſettle the law binding, or as a 
yoke of bondage, upon every faint; this ſets aſide 
the freedom the Saviour promiſed, and the li- 
berty of the Spirit.—Sometimes as the govern= 
ment of angels; this ſets aſide their election and 
confirmation in Chriſt, Sometimes as the food 
of the ſaints; this ſets aſide the bread of heaven, 
And ſometimes you ſmite it, in order to get 
refreſhment from it; this is ſetting aſide the wa- 
ter of life, inſtead of drinking of the Saviour's 
fulneſs, or getting virtue out of him by faith, — 
Sometimes you render it as a law, ** by which all 
ce the ſaints are to be accountable to God in the 
e great day;” this ſets aſide the book of life, the 
promiſe of life, the bleſſing of Abraham, the 
covenant of grace, the juſtification of the ſaints, 
the mercy of God, and the deliverance of a Surety 
Vor there is not @ juſt man upon earth that doeth 
good and ſinneth not; and if all are to be judged 


by 
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by the law, no fleſh living can be juſtified, Paul 
never eſtabliſhed the law on one of theſe bales ; 
and if you was to attempt it for, ſeven years, as I 
told you before, you would never eſtabliſh it, 
without running foul of the benefits of Chriſt, or 
the liberty of his children, becauſe you know not 
the ſcriptures nor the power of God. All your 
labour and toil is only venting the ſpleen of 
your heart, acting the ape of a party, deceiving 
the ſouls of the ſimple, laying ſtumbling blocks 
in the way of the blind, injuring the cauſe of the 
Almighty, belying and cenſuring the juſt, con- 
demning yourſelf by your own words, proclaim- 
ing your own fooliſhneſs, and conſequently you 
expoſe yourſelf as a mere impoſtor, by coming to 
deliver a meſſage as God's ſervant, in his name, 
while you are ignorant of his will, ridicule his 
ambaſſadors, contradict the laws of his realm, 
and traduce the privileges of his ſubjects. Not 
a word of the neceſſity or nature of faith—ngt a 
word about the Spirit or grace of God, that 


| teacheth men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in the world; 


this is never enforced—its operations never de- 
ſcribed—nor the bleſſed effects of it ſo much as 


hinted at, much leſs diſcovered. 


Is this preaching Chriſt crucified ?—Ts this be- 
ing a good ſteward of the manifold grace of God ? 
Is this holding forth the word of life ? Is this 


doing the work of an evangeliſt? 
D 3 If. 
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If you are offended at my ſaying you have diſ- 
covered yourſelf as an impoſtor—then contradict 
me. I tell you, and all your Evangelical Aſſo- 
ciation, from the preſs, that you have not eſta- 
bliſhed the law on any goſpel baſis; nor have you 


ſet it in any one ſcriptural point of light; and if 


you reply, Iwill, God willing, anſwer you when 
you have done, But you go on to make the 
beſt of a bad ties 1 and I, as your honeſt 
market-man, follow you, crying out, I is naught, 
it is naught, ſaith the buyer, Prov. xx. 14. 


e The law is given, not only to ſhew us what 
cc obligations we are under, but to ſhew us what 
ce js right and wrong from the hereſies continually 


ce ſurrounding the ſane; Now the Lord points 


© out, in his commandments, what he is in him- 
&« ſelf—that he is a Spirit, unchangeable and 
ec eternal z—and how he is to be worſhipped— 
« that we are to worſhip God alone—that we are 
«« to put down all idols that may be ſet up in our 
ce affections in the room of the bleſſed God.“ 


By the law, you ſay, we get at the knowledge 
of God—but Paul ſays, by the law is the knowledge 
of fin, You ſay, we find God therein to be a 
Spirit; but Paul ſays, that Moſes put a vail on his 
| face, that the children of Iſrael could not ſtedfaſtly 
look to the end of that which is aboliſhed : but their 
minds were blinded ; for until this day remaineth the 
| fame vail untaken away in the reading of the Old 
Teſtament; which vail is done away in Chriſt, But 
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even unto this day, when Moſes is read, the vail is 


upon their hearts, 2 Cor. iii. 13, 14, 15. And you 


proclaim this loud enough—for thou art ſmitten 
with madneſs and blindneſs ; you grove at noon- day, 


as the blind gropeth in darkneſs, thou cannot proſper 


in thy ways, Deut. xxviii. 28, 29. 


Paul will have it, that all ſaving knowledge of 
God is found in the Saviour's face, not in Moſes? 
vail—Ged, that cauſed the light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, to give us the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 


| Feſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. This is Paul's doc- 


trine, Sir, though it is nothing like your's. — 
No man hath ſeen God at any time—but the Sons 
that is in the boſom of the Father, hath revealed 
him. 


I am glad to find you ſay, that the law is to 
throw down every idol that is ſet up in the affec- 
tions, in the room of the bleſſed God for you 
know that covetouſneſs is 1dolatry ;—and poor 
little PerKins the plaſterer, who is now a cobler 
in Weſtminſter, would be glad of a little of your 
idol—and, by the rules of ſcripture, he has a 
right, for he that ſows ought to reap. For my part, 
I would ever wiſh to preach faich by my lips, 
and good works by my life; this is the Saviour's 
way. Fe tells us to let our /ight ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee, not hear of, our good Works, —— 
But you go on, 
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& We do not ſay that the law of God, in its 
c meaning as a ſchoolmaſter, brings the ſinner 
c immediately to Jeſus Chriſt, but remotely.” 


If the law does bring the ſinner to Jeſus Chriſt, 
one would think that you muſt have been brought; 
but it is clear you have not—for if Chriſt had 
been in your heart, he would haye ſpoken by you, 
which he has not; for this harangue is not the 
Shepherd's voice, we know it is out of the abun- 
dance of the heart that the mouth ſpeaketh. 


I read that ſinners are drawn to Chriſt by the 
Father; and that he who cometh, cometh by faith; 
for the ſcriptures aſſert, that he that cometh to 


God muſt believe that he is, and that be is a re- 


warder of them that ſeek him. But the law is not of 
faith, but of works. The law neither gives faith 
nor love; and theſe are the things that bring us 
to God, and unite us to him, and the things that 
accompany ſalvation, 


What you mean by the law's bringing a ſinner 
to Jeſus Chriſt remotely—I know not; nor you 
neither. As the law arms juſtice with a flaming 
ſword, and that ſword keeps the way of the tree of 
life; it muſt keep the ſinner remote, or at a diſ- 
ranee, inſtead of bringing him to life. When 
the law was given, the man was in danger of 
loſing his life if he did but attempt to gaze, much 
more to approach; and a bound was fixed round 
the Mount, to keep the ſinner at his diſtance, 
inſtead of drawing him nigh, Your talking of 

| | the 
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the law's bringing the ſinner to Chriſt remotely, 
is like talking of painting white with charcoal, 
or enlightening a room by ſtopping up the win- 
dows with lime and hair. We now travel on 
again to another mountain, which, by God's help, 
I hope to make a plain, if poſſible. 


«© The believer, inſtead of looking to the law 
ec as brought down to him, looks to himſelf 
e through Chriſt as brought to the law; ſo that, 
*& by the obedience of Chriſt Jeſus, he renders 
ce to the law, through Chriſt, a perfect obedi- 


& ence,” 


This is darkening counſel by words without knows 
ledge—this man is filling bis belly with the eaſt wind. 
The believer, inſtead of looking to the law as 
brought down to him, which he ought to do, for 
it was brought down to him, and home to him, 
before ever he was a believer; for he has no 
warrant to be married to the Saviour till his firſt 


huſband be dead. 


And you add, © the believer looks to himſelf, 
ce through Chriſt, as brought to the law,” How- 
ever, Paul expreſſes it otherwiſe; he found the 
condemning power of the law firſt; and when 
that had killed him, it pleaſed God to reveal bis Son 
in bim, and he was brought nigh to God by the 
Blood of Chriſt, But my enemy ſays, the be- 
c liever looks to himſelf, through Chriſt, as 
ce brought to the law; ſo that by the obedience 


* of Chriſt, he [chat is, the believer] renders to 
cc the . 
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ce the law a perfect obedience.” O rare believer! 
James ſays, In many things we offend all, Where 
is his perfection then? The Saviour's obedience 
is perfect, but the believer's obedience is never 
perfect. Inſtead of ſaying, „the believer looks 
« to himſelf, through Chriſt, as brought to the 
cc law,” he ſhould have ſaid, I, through the law, 
am dead to the law, that I mizht live unto God.— I 
am crucified with Chriſt; nevertheleſs, 1 live, and 
look from myſelf to Jeſus, as the only hope ſet be- 
fore me. But we mult ſet off again, 


« The believer is delivered from the irritating 
© power of the law; nor does he count the yoke 
« of the Lord hard, but eaſy, and his burden 
ce light,—And as it has not an irritating power 
& unto him, ſo no more has it a condemning au- 
e thority over him.” 


Believers are not delivered from the irritating 
power of the Jaw altogether, the law often finds 
them out. The beſt ſaints in the world have gone 
at times bound in the ſpirit ; and when they have 
loſt ſight of their Covenant Head, and a ſenſe of 
their liberty, they have, like the Galatians, been 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage, If you, 
Sir, are a ſtranger to this, the children of God 
are not. I ſay, the real believer is delivered 
from the COMMANDING power of the law, as a 


COVENANT OF WORKS—tO DO FOR LIFE; and he is 


delivered from the curſe of it, as the miniſtration 
of eternal death and damnation, And if you 
deny 
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deny this, you give God the lie—being ignorant 
of the letter of the law, of its killing power, and 
of the ſpiritual ſervice of God; for when we were 
in the fleſh, the motions of ſin, which were by 
the law ſtirred up, did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death; but now we are 
delivered from the law, that being dead wherein 
we were held, that we ſhould ſerve in newneſs 
of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter, Rom. 
vii. 5, 6, It is the commanding power of the 
law to do for life—that is the unbearable yoke. 
The damning power of the law is a yoke that is 
worn by thoſe in hell. 


None but the devil ever ſent ſuch men as you 
into a pulpit—to tempt the Spirit of God, by 
putting a yoke upon the diſciples necks, which 
you never felt the weight of; and as for your 
life and conduct, God forbid that I ſhould ever 
copy after it, I wiſh the next time you would 
preach from this text, Foraſmuch as we have beard 
that certain which went out from us have troubled you 

with words, ſubverting your ſouls, ſaying, Ye muſs be 
circumciſed, and keep the law ; to whom we gave no 
ſuch commandment, —[t ſeemeth good to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than theſe 
neceſſary things : abſtain from worldly pollution and 
vanity, and cleave to Chriſt, — From which if ye 
keep yourſelves, ye ſhall do well, Fare ye well, Acts 
xv. 24. 28, 29.— Now we travel again. 


« What 
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«© What are thoſe ſentiments that may in a 


ce particular manner be ſtyled Antinomianiſm ? 
« We begin with this idea—That whatſoever is 
« a deviation from the moral law of God, is an 
* oppolition to that law, whether in principle or 
ce practice, and may be conſidered as Antinomi- 
“ aniſm; for this hereſy that greatly abounds is 
« derived from the Greek word AnTinoMmos.” 


Then Mr. IoNxoRAuvs, according to dog La- 
tin, is the ANTINOMoOs, according to the Greek; 
for I inſiſt upon it, that he has made void both 
law and goſpel. 


© Whatſoever is a deviation from the moral 
© law, is an oppoſition to that law, whether in 
ce principle or in practice, and may be conſidered 
« as Antinomianiſm.” — Then you may call the 
whole goſpel Antinomianiſm. The law ſays, he 
Soul that finneth ſhall die. — The goſpel ſays, he ihat 
believeth ſhall never die. The law ſays, I will by 
no means clear the guilty, —The goſpel ſays, I will 
cleanſe their blood that I bave net cleanſed. This, 
Sir, according to your account, is Antinomianiſm ; 
for both theſe aſſertions are oppoſite to the law, 
as a covenant of works; yet they ſweetly harmo- 
nize with the law, as magnified, made honour- 
able, and placed in the heart of a Surety, who is 
the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one * 
Zelieveth. 


A man that treats the law and the goſpel as 
you have done, is an Antinomian in prin— 
ciple. 
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ciple. And-ſtealing into the church, ignorant of 
God, and ignorant of yourſelf—and flandering 
thoſe that God has ſent to preach his word, is 
Antinomianiſm in practice. And as Nathan ſaid 
to David. Thou art the man. 


I will not believe that any man can prove his 
miſſion, or commiſſion, from God to preach his 
word, until he be made a partaker of the Holy 
Ghoſt, Chriſt's miniſters are miniſters of the 
Spirit, not of the letter—for the letter. killeth, but 
the Spirit giveth life, 2 Cor. iii. 6,—AlI ſcripture is 
given by inſpiration of God, 2 Tim, iii. 16. And 
the Saviour ſent the ſame Spirit of inſpiration 
upon his apoſtles, before he ſent them out to 
preach his goſpel to every creature. It is true, 
we have got ſchools that furniſh and ſend out a 
great number ; but if the Spirit of God be not 
in them, the children of God are ſure to forſake 
them, as ſoon as God diſcovers what they are; 
for ſuch generally ridicule the Spirit's works,— 
However, there is a ſpirit in man, and the inſpi- 
ration of the Almighty giveth them underſtand- 
ing; and without this, they never can deſcribe 
the experience of the juſt, nor underſtand the ſpi- 
ritual meaning of God's word. A ſchool may 
teach human wiſdom—the wiſdom of the world 
and every maxim of a worldly ſpirit but they 
cannot give inſpiration—Now we have received, not 
the ſpirit of the world, but the ſpirit which is of God; 
that we might know the things that are freely given us 
of God.—But the natural man receiveth not the things 
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of the Spirit of God; for they are fooliſoneſs unto him, 
1 Cor. ii. 12. 14. and ſo they are to you, Sir. 


And when ſuch graceleſs macaronies as you 
mount a roſtrum, you cannot keep your reputation 
from ſinking before ſimple people, unleſs you blind 
their eyes, obſcure the goſpel, and ridicule the 
ſpiritual labourers in it; and as you are deſtitute 
of the Spirit, you are obliged to cry out, Beware 
of ſpiricualizing and allegorizing the ſcriptures. 


Reader, all ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
Cod. My word, ſays the Saviour, is ſpirit and 
life; and if it were not, it could not feed the 
ſouls of the ſaints, for they are ſpiritual. —The 
church of God in the liberty of the goſpel—and 
the children of the fleſh in the bondage of the 
law—are ſet forth by two allegories. There- 
fore, whenever you hear a man crying out againſt 
theſe things, you may call him IN oRAuus, or 
ANnTiNovice, and have done with him—for he 
knows nothing of the matter. 


Who the author of that book is, that you pro- 
duced in the pulpit, and have quoted ſo long a 
paragraph from, I know not. It is no book of 
mine ; therefore I ſhall leave the ridiculed author 
to defend his own teſtimony, as I am determined 
to do mine. 


For my part, I think it would become you 
better to have entered the liſt, and detected the 
man from the preſs ; and ſo have left the church 
of God at large to judge of the matter; this is a 

better 
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better way than culling out a few unconneRed 
ſentences, and putting your own conſtructions on 
them. For a man that can hide his profeſſion, 
as a methodilt prielt, in order to creep into the 
eſtabliſhment in diſguiſe, is a man that would do 
or ſay any thing; this is not giving one's ſelf to 
the miniſtry of the word and prayer—wherein a 
man is called, therein let him abide with Gd, ſays 
Paul, not run away. 


Our Saviour nor his diſciples never went to 
the ſchools of the Doctors for human ſcraps ; nor 
to the High Prieſt for their credentials, They 
ſtood for their privileges as Jews—uled the temple 
and the ſynagogues, till they were turned out; 
and then they preached wherever an opportunity 
offered, and a door was opened, and oppoſed 
every one that oppoſed the truth. If you have 
abilities to overthrow that author's arguments, do 
as the apoſtles did—confute him, and expoſe him, 
for the good of the church; and let his folly be 
made manifeſt, as the folly of Jannes and Jam- 
bres was, 2 Tim. iii. 9. If you don't do this, I 
ſhall think that you have belied him, and there- 
fore are afraid to face him. Your concluſion 
from this author (whomſoever he be) is this ; 


cc So that good works are totally unneceſſary, 
ec though the Lord has ſo highly expreſſed him- 
ce ſelf upon the. ſubject, with reſpect to the obe- 

« dience of his people, with reſpect to their holi- 
cc neſs, with reſpect to their life and converſation, 


4 We 
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e We are informed that Enoch was pleaſing to 
« his God—that in his generation he was a per- 
cc fect man—that he walked with God, and was 
« not, for God took him. We are informed, 
& that with reſpect to our obedience, that it is 
& that that brings peace and comfort to our 


« ſouls; for what rejoicing can any man have 
but from God.“ 


If this author has declared from the preſs, that 
good works are totally unneceſſary, he is no more 
a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt than you are, who talk 
ſo much about good works, but never perform 
any, He by words, and you by deeds, have both 
contradicted the word of God, and the teſtimony 
that I have received from him. The ſcriptures 
declare, that a believer is God's workmanſhip, 
created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in them, 
Eph. ii. 10.—That the ſcriptures are given to 
influence the man of God, and farniſh him unto all 
good works, 2 Tim. iii. 17. 


A miniſter of Chriſt is to affirm conſtantly, that 
they that have believed in God be careful to maintain 
good works ; theſe things are good and profitable unto 
men, Tit. iii. 8,—And again, let our's, ſays God, 
that is, let our family, learn to maintain good works 
for neceſſary uſes, that they be not unfruitful, Tit. iii. 
14. Here let it be obſerved :+1ſt, That a be- 


liever is created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, unto good 


works. 2dly, That the grace of God, that bringeth 
| ſalvation, 
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ſalvation, teacheth men to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
lu, and to live ſoberly, riehtecuſly, and godly in the 
world, 3dly, That miniſters are to enforce theſe 
things, for they are good and profitable unto men. 
And, 4thly, God ſays, let them maintain goed 
works, for neceſſary uſes. 


Thus all good works ſpring from grace and a 
new creation in Chriſt Jeſus—they are profitable 
unto men —and they are to be performed for ze- 
ceſſary uſes, Theſe uſes, in my judgment, are 
thefe,—1ft, To prove to the world, that a man's 
faith be of a genuine, purifying quality=-[ 
will ſhew thee my faith by my works, 2dly, To 
convince and ſtop the mouths of gainſayers—/er 
your lizht ſine before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, 23dly, They are profitable unto meu — acts 
of charity relieve their wants, and ſometimes 
convince them of the error of their ways. athly, 
Herein is my Father glorified, that ve bring forth much 
fruit, And, laſtly, The wicked will be con- 
demned at the great day by the fruits of faith, 
as Noah, by the obedience of faith, condemned 
the old world I was an bungred, and ye fed me; 
thirſty, and ye gave me drint; a ſt ranger, and ye took 
me in, &c. &c,——and theſe ſball go away into cver- 
laſting life—and the wicked inte everlajiing puniſo- 
ment, 


The man that denies theſe things is no mini— 
ſter of Jeſus Chriſt. For my part, I can truly 
ſay, it is a grief to me to ſce evil workers get 


E up 


66 THE MODERN 


up into a pulpit, and blind people's eyes with a 
long ſhout about good works, while they only 
uſe the words as a cloak to their villany, under 
which they contradict the goſpel, and commu— 
nicate that envy and prejudice to the ſouls of the 
ſimple, which, Solomon ſays, flays the filly one.— 
This is conveying death under the word good ; 
God tells us to walk in good works, not in ſlander: 
but you ſay and do not; for I think I may defy 
you to prove, or bring one living witneſs that 
can prove that any good works have ever been 
performed by you. 

Creeping to the heels, and ſkulking into the 
pockets of old widows, is no part of the miniſtry 
that I have received, —1/t is not expedient doubtleſs 
for me to glory but as Paul ſays, if any are bold, I 
am bold alſo. I have no objection to be weighed 
in an even balance, not only with you, but with 
all the Evangelical Combination, who have ſet 
themſelves againſt me. 

Paul brought forth to his oppoſers his trials, 
his revelations. his ſucceſs, and diſintereſtedneſs; 
and I give you the ſame challenge.—For the goſ- 
pel's ſake I have ſuffered diſtreſs in family, tempt- 
ations, and perſecutions, and am not a whit behind 
you all in experience, judgment or underſtanding z 
nor in uſefulneſs or ſucceſs in the miniſtry; nor vich 
reſpect to circumſpection in life, or liberality, ac- 
cording to my ability. In defence of theſe things, 
I will never refuſe to face any of you, who ſit ſo 


often in judgment upon me; nor to face any ac- 
culer 
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cuſer that ſhall ſpeak to the contrary, I will 
never believe that any man that can conform to the 
faſhions of the world—appear in the cottiſhneſs 
of a miſs in her teens ſtuffed with pride, arro- 
gance, ignorance, covetouſneſs, malice, and ſlan- 
der, can ever perform a good work—the tree muſt 
be made good, and then the fruit will be good. 
You proceed, 


« That we are informed that with reſpect to 
© our obedience, it is that that brings peace and 
comfort to our ſouls.” 


Who your informer was that told you, © that 
* our obedience brings peace and comfort to 
© our ſouls,” I know not. But I will be bold 
to tell him, as John did, that he is @ liar, and the 
truth is not in him, Neither peace nor comfort 
are the rewards of our obedience. Peace is the 
grand ordinance of God—a bleſſing of the cove- 
nant of grace—Chriſt made peace by the blood of 
his croſs; and it is a free gift ro the ſaints—my 
peace 1 leave with you, my peace I give unto you, 
Inſtead of our obedience bringing peace, God 
ſends peace, to bring us to obedience—Chri/t 
Hall ſpeak peace to the heathen, and as ſoon as they 
hear of me, they ſhall cbey me. All men are rebels, 
and Chriſt received gifts for the rebellious and peace 
is one of them-——znto whatſoever houſe you enter, ſay, 
Peace be to this houſe; and if the Son of peace be 
there, your peace ſhall reſt upon it. And when a 
man is reconciled to God, and at peace with him, 
E 2 he 
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he will both love and obey him, but not till 
then, 


This doftrine, Sir, ſets aſide the council of the 
Trinity, and a bleſſing of the covenant of peace, 
and makes it no longer a legacy; this, in piain 
Englith, is falſe doctrine—in the language of the 
ſchools, it is Antinomianiſm—bur in the Greek, 
it is Antinomos; and as it makes faith void, and 
the promiſes of God of none effect, it certainly 
ſpriags from one, whoſe name in the Hebrew tongue 
is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath bis name 
Apullyon, Rev. ix. 11. 


You ſay, that © our obedience brings comfort.“ 
] deny it —The Comforter is the gift of God 
the promiſe of the Father—the ſent of the Sa- 
viour—and the root, ſpring, ſpirit, life, and author, 
of all evangelical obedience, and of every good 
word and wotk that ever was or will be performed 
in any of the children of God. But you pro- 
ceed to prove that the way of a fool is right in his 
027 cyes—and I go after you, inſifling upon it, 
that he that bearkeneth do counſel is wiſe, Prov. 
xli. 13. You ſay, 


« There is no true joy in the heart of any one, 
te but what ſprings from love to God and our 
& obedience to his divine authority and com- 
«© mands,” 


If you had ſaid, there is no true joy in the 
heart of ary man, but what ſprings from God's 
everlaſting love to him in Chriſt Jeſus; and that 

there 
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there is not one pure act of obedience to the 
law of God produced, but what ſprings from the 
love of God ſhed_abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt, you would have ſpoken the lan— 
guage of God, You go on. 


„ We are informed by this ſame author“ (but 
who that author is, you take care to conceal), 
ce that an aſſurance of our ſalvation by Jeſus 
« Chriſt is all that is neceſſary for us to have, 
« though we are of the vileſt ſtamp.” 


If you mean by © the vileſt ſtamp” that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave the chief of 
ſinners, it is a truth that you aſſert agaialt that 
unnamed author; and I think Mary Magcalen 
and Paul were living witneſſes of it—tor as the 
firſt had much forgiven, and the fame loved 
much, ſo the other, being a great eppoler of the 
goſpel, was ſhowed how great things be ſpoutd ſuffer 
for the name of Cbriſt. And I think the life and 
conduct of both Mary and Paul are ſufficient to 
ſtop the mouths of ſuch falle accuſers as you, 
who attempt to charge the grace of God with 
licentiouſnels—his miniſters with the miniſtra— 
tion of ſin—make his goſpel of none effect —and 
the obedience of his people the procuring cauſe 
of their peace and comfort, inſtead of making 
the grace of God che cauſe of all their evangelical 
obedience, | 

If an aſſurance of our ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt 


is that which is neceſſary for us to ſee ourſelves 
E 3 in 
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in the bond of the covenant, be your meaning, 
you ſpeak the language of ſcripture; for that de- 
clares, that whoſoever believeth in Chriſt (how- 
ever vile he may have been) ſhall be faved—al/ 
manner of fins ſhall be forgiven bim be that believes 
ſhall be ſaved, and he that believes not ſhall be damned, 
— But if you mean, that a man who boaſts of the 
aſſurance of his ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, while 
he lives in avowed ſin, or continues one of the 
vileſt ſtamp, as you expreſs it, has got the faith that 
is neceſſary, God ſays, that that man has denied the 
faith, and is worſe than an infidel—] have no more 
opinion of his faith, and the ſtate of his ſoul, than 
I have of the heart-holineſs and good works of 
you, and the reverend Mr. BELLY of Graveſend ; 
who, I believe, are juſt as much converted to 
God, and comimiſſioned to preach his goſpel, as 
Simon Magus, or Alexander the copperſmith— 
whom the devil raiſed up and ſent out to ridi- 


cule the apoſtles, and bring the grace of God into 
contempt. | 


I hope, Sir, you will not be offended at this— 
for I believe the devil to be the firſt maſter of 
arts in the world; and it is clear from ſcripture, 
that he has inſtructed and ſent out more preach- 
ers than ever God did; and this is not to be 
wondered at, for he is a better Hebrean, Gre- 
clan, and Latiniit than ever you was, or ever will 
be; he is the firſt maſter of languages in the 
world, as well as the God of it. He has tempted 
every ſinner, that is capable of action, more or 
leſs, 
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leſs, and is ſure to do it in the ſinners own lan- 
guage, or mother- tongue. He was the firſt that 
ever took a text, as may be ſeen 1n his diſcourſe 
with Eve; and as he was the firſt quoter of icrip- 
ture, ſo he was the firſt perverter of it—whoſe 
copy you follow. The devil was the firſt that 
ever ſet up a form of religion without the heart, 
as may be ſeen in the devotion of Cain, who was 
of that wicked one the devil, when he brought 
his offering, and perſecuted him that offered in 
faith and worſhipped God in the Spirit, You 
are no ſtranger to this, Sir; for it is well known 
that you are dotingly fond of a form of godli- 
neſs, by the apiſh appearance that you have made, 
and by your vigorous attempts to appear 1n it, 
without being charged with the ſlanderous titles 
of an impoſtor or a mimick.— I have no call to 
prove you one of his formaliſts, and a hater of 
ſpiritual men and ſpiritual devotion—what I have 
quoted from this mixed medley 1s quite ſufficient 
for that purpoſe, 


I ſincerely wiſh that you had printed this ſer- 
mon at your own expence; that I might have an- 
ſwered it without the trouble of tranſcribing ſo 
much of your nonſenſe; for I am afraid of tak- 
ing too much of your performance, leſt I ſhould 
not clear the preſs, for I cannot afford to get out 
of pocket by chaſtizing a ſchool-boy, I am 
obliged to deal with you as an antagoniſt, as I 
uſed to do with a ſparrow when 1 carried a gun, 

E 4 that 
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that 1s, rank you among. thoſe that are not worth 


a charge. 


I now find you coming upon me; which, I 
ſuppoſe, would have been done before, only you 
ſaw ſome people that were ready to take your 
ſander down in black and white, which muzzled 
you for a time. Now we go on again. 


ce But we have no need to trace paſt ages to 
te find out perſons of this horrid and deſtrudtive 
ce ſentiment, we find too many in our day, A 
« MODERN ANTINOCMIAN, I were going to call 
« Hu, I mean one that ſets himſelf up in a mea- 
& {ure againſt the law of God; and after a num- 
« ber of arguments which he brings, in order 
« to eſtabliſh a new law, &c. 


If you had brought in theſe aſſertions againſt 
yourſelf, you would have done right—for you 
have oppoſed the law of God, and have brought 
in a new one, that is to »dmit of an alteration, 
which I deny; and you have brought in a num— 
ber of new arguments to eſtabliſh it. 


iſt, Vou tell us, that the © law is binding on 
de all the ſaints,” — Then I aſk, What is meant 
by their liberty, or deliverance from it ? 


2dly, That all the ſaints are to be“ account- 
te able in the great day for every tranſgreſſion 
of the law.” —Then I aſk, What becomes of 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and of the promiſed 
bleſſing and inheritance that God gave to Abra- 
ham ? ; 


3dly, 


6% 
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Idly, You tell us, that the law ſhall “ admit 
46 of ſome alteration,”— Then I aſk, Where is 
the immutable and eternal footing that you ſpeak 
- of 2 

4thly, That this law © is to paſs into heaven 
c with the ſaints.“ Then I aſk, What becomes 
of their faith, of their promiſed portion or inhe— 
ritance, and of that charity that never faileth ? 
—the law is not of faith, nor does the law give 
love. 


5thly, You tell us that the believer is delivered 
from the © irritating power of the law.” —Then 
I aſk, From whence his cogitations come, which 
he ſeverely feels for the leaſt offence ?—this muſt 
be a (tripe for the tranſgreſſion of ſome law. 


6thly, You ſay the © law 1s the food of your 
«© minds,” — Then I aſk, What need there was 
for God to give us the bread of life ? 


-thly, You ſay, * that the law affords refreſh- 
* ment.” — Then I aſk, What is meant by the 
Comforter's being called the promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, and the gift of him ? 


8thly, You tell us, that the © angels of God 
e are governed by the law; and that if they 
e could ceaſe to love, they would be like thoſe 
„ bound in chains of darkneſs.”—Then I aſk, 
Where is their election and confirmation $4 


Chriſt ? 


gthly, You ſay, * a © believer is brought 
„ through Chriſt to the law,”—Then I aſk, 
| | How 
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How the law can be a ſchoolmaſter to bring him 
to Chriſt? 


1othly, You ſay, that a “ believer through 
t Chriſt gives a perfect obedience to the law,” — 
Then I aſk, What becomes of the faint's long 
catalogue of imperfeCtions ? 


11thly, You tell us, that the “ law reveals 
4 God as a Spirit, and diſcovers every hereſy.” 
— Then I aſk, What reaſon there was for the 
Saviour to come from the Father's bofom to 
make him known, and to eſtabliſh a ſpiritual 
worſhip to the EVER ADORABLE TRINITY ?—If 
the firſt covenant had been faultleſs, where was the 
room for a ſecond ? Heb. viii. 7. 


I2thly, You tell us, that “every man that 
ce holds any thing, contrary to the law of God is 
de ANTINOMOS.”— Then I aſk, What right the 
awakened ſinner has to fly from wrath re- 
vealed in the law, and take refuge in Chriſt, as 
the only hope ſet before him? The law ſays it 
ſhall be our righteouſneſs if we continue to do — 
and curſed is he that continueth not in all things writ « 
ten in the book of the law, Running away cannot 
be called continuing. 


13thly, You tell us, the „ Saviour's death 
« was to render the law eternally venerable,” — 
Then I aſk, Why it is called a yoke of bondage? 
and why they are threatened with an excluſion 
from grace, and all the benefits of Chriſt, who 


are entangled with it again? 
14thly, 
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14thly, You tell us, that “ the ſaints of God 
& have ever taken a pleaſure in the law,” which, 
according to your account, is binding, for they 
are to be accountable to God in the great day by 
that. —Then I aſk, What that was, that the Iſ- 
raelites deſired to hear no more of? for it is ſaid 
that they could nat endure that which was ſpoken, 
And if God's voice in that binding law had been 
ſufficient, why has he, in theſe laſt days, ſpoken to 
us by his Son ? 


And, laſtly, if ſuch a flandering combination 

as yours be a ſociety of evangeliſts, how come 
you to preach, and they to countenance and ap- 
prove of ſuch a ſcandalous harangue as this? in 
which there is neither the leiter of the law, nor 
the language of the goſpel, but a jumble of non- 
ſenſe, juſt ſufficient to proclaim to every wiſe 
man, that you know neither the ſcriptures nor 
the power of God. 


J ſhall now enforce the old - commandment, 
which, according to the Medes and Perſians, al- 
ters not, and leave you to apply it as you think 
proper—Now therefore Tatnai, governor beyond the 
river, Shether-boznai, and your companions, the 
Apharſachites, which are beyond the river, be ye far 
from thence; and let the work of this houſe of God 
alone, let the governor of the Jews, and the elders of 
the Jeus, build this houſe of God in his place, Ezra 
vi. 6, 7. which place is Mount Zion, not Sinai 
nor Holywell Mount—therefore be ye far from 


thence. 
I have, 
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I have, whether right or wrong, declared to 
the world publicly, that the law of God is like 
its Author—that it never will admit of any al— 
teration, mitigation, period, or repeal—heaven 
and earth ſhall paſs away, before one Ja or tilile of 
the law ſhall fail. 


J have declared that the holineſs, juſtice, good- 
neſs, faithfulneſs, truth, and eternity of God ap- 
pears in the law; which you have ſtolen as ſo 
many feathers out of my plume, to put in your 
own cap—while you ridiculed the author of that 


very ſermon which you have plundered for mat- 


ter. 
I have eſtabliſhed the Jaw in the hand of juſ- 


tice, in full force, both in its commanding and 
condemning power, againſt every ſuch trunk- 
maker as you, who ridicule the grace of God— 
prate about the works of the law—and live in 
the pride of the devil. | 


I have endeavoured to eſtabliſh the law in all 


its condemning power, in the hand of vengeance, 
as executed on all the damned. The wrath of 
God is revealed in the law—it is a fire kindled, that 
Hail burn unto the loweſt bell. Unto Ged vengeance 
belongeth, ſaith the Pſalmiſt. And as a God of 
vengeance—if I make my bed in bell, thou art 
there. 


I have aſſerted, af pn right or wrong, that 
the law fell with all its weight on Chriſt the 


Surety, who was born of @ woman, born under the 
law; 
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law ;,—that he took both the commandment and 
the ſentence, or the commanding and condemn- 
ing power of the law, when he ſaid, 2% lau is with- 
in my heart; then, io! I come to do thy will, O God; 
and that, by his obedient life, he delivered me 
from the precept of the law, which is, Do and live; 


and, by his death, he reaczmed me from the curſe of 
the law, by being made a curſe for me. 


If J am not delivered from the commanding 
power of the law, to do for life, then I aſk what 
ule the Saviour's obedience is of, by which many 
are io be made righteous, If I am not delivered 
from the command for life as well as the curſe, 
then the debt of active obedience, which the Surety 
paid to the law, is all in vain. Take away either of 
theſe; and you take away all, By the firſt, you 
take away the doctrine of imputed righteouſneſs ; 
and by the latter, you remove the doctrine of re- 
demption ; and ſo leave me under the command 
of what Paul calls a killing letter; and conſe— 
quently under every curſe of the Jaw, and under 
the wrath of God—and then Chriſt is become of 
none effect to me. 


If I am under the commanding power of the 
law for life—TI do to live.—.I1 feek juſtification 
unto life by the works of the law—then ſays God, 
as many of you as ſeek to be juſtified by the 
works of the law, you are fallen from grace— 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing, Gal. v.,—Thus 
you tumble me into the very vengeance of God, 

And 
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And as for Lies, which God gives me in Chriſt— 


which Chriſt beſtows—the goſpel offers—and the 
Holy Ghoſt applies, is all made void. 


Is this the work of an Evangelical Society ? 
If it be, faith is made void—the law is againſt 
the promiſes of God—and the promiſed bleſſing 
to Abraham is made of none effect. This doc- 


trine juſtifies Hagar in her rebellion—gives her 


and her bond child full poſſeſſion of the tent— 
and kicks Sarah and the heir of promiſe quite 
out of the inheritance ;—reprobates the free wo- 
man—the heavenly Jeruſalem—the wife of God 
that is above—and brings in every baſtard that 
he has curſed, as the rightful heir of the king- 
dom of heaven—for if they of the law be heirs, 
faith is made void, and the promiſe that makes 
them ſuch is made of none effet—who is this 
that darkeneth counſel by words without knowledge 2 — 


I will ſhew you the Saviour's ſuretyſhip by a 
ſimile: 


Suppoſe I owe a man five hundred pounds, and 
my creditor inſiſts upon it that I ſhall pay the whole 
ſum, or go to priſon, and there lie till I die and 
rot. The language of the law to me is, pay thy 
creditor ; and in caſe of failure, it allows the cre- 
ditor to take body and goods, Now we will ſup- 
poſe, that my creditor ſincerely loves me, but as 
he has declared that he will be paid, for his word's 
ſake, he is determined to have the whole ſum, or 


impriſon me. - His bowels yearn over me; but 
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his word and honour is at ſtake, He repreſents 
my wretched caſe to a friend of his own; who, to 
ratify the affection of my creditor, deliver me 
from a priſon; and, to lay me under an eternal 
obligation, both to my creditor and to himſelf, 
he ſteps forth and becomes my ſurety ; this is an 
act of clemency in every ſenſe; no law compels a 
creditor to find his debtor a ſurety, nor is a man 
bound by any law to become a ſurety for another. 
This man, by his own act and deed, ſtands in my 
law-place—then the command of the law, pay thy 
creditor, and the demand of the creditor, pay me 
that thou oweſt, Matth. xviii. 28. both fall on the 
ſurety, by his own act and deed; the ſurety pays 
the whole ſum, gets a receipt from my creditor 
in full of all demands, and gives that receipt to 
me, which is my diſcharge, I am then delivered 
from the command of that law, and from the de- 
mand of my creditor. I am no longer dejected 
and bowed down under that command, nor ha— 
raſſed with my creditor ; ſo far from it, that I 
am conſtrained by all the laws of God, and every 
law of nature, to love my creditor; and my love 
to him, ſprings from his love to me, who gave 
me ſuch a proof of it, by procuring a ſurety for 
me. I am likewiſe an eternal debtor to the 
unmerited favour of my ſurety ;—and is not 
my creditor better off with my furety's money, 
than he would have been with my death in a 
gaol.—Laving in priſon, you know, pays no 
debts. 

The 
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The caſe between God and the (inner is pres 
ciſely thus. We owe to every precept of the 
law a ſpiritual, perfect, and perpetual obedience 
but we have all trangreſſed this law God de- 
mands the debt of obedience.—Now 1o him that 
worketh is the reward reckoned of debt, Rom. iv. 4. 
But we cannot pay the debt—then the caſe ſtands 
thus: A certain creditor had two debtors, the one 
owed him five hundred pence, and the other fifty, and 
they had nothing to pay, Luke vii. 41, 42. The 
creditor, hearing this, commands him to be %, 
and his wife, and his children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made, Matth. xviii. 25. and in 
caſe of failure, or inſufficiency, he orders him to be 
caſt into priſon, and not to come out from thence 
till he has paid the very laſt mite, Luke xii. 59.— 
The poor diſtreſſed debtor, knowing that his cre- 
ditor is poſitive, and will ſtand to his word, be- 
comes an humble ſuppliant, and puts up this 
moving petition—Put me in a ſurety with thee, 
Job xvii. 3. The creditor is moved with pity, 
and appoints his dear ſon to the office, and ſays, 
J have laid help upon one that is mighty, Plal. 
Ixxxix. 19. The Saviour ſteps forth and ſays, 
the debtor is a ſtranger to me, and he that if ſurely 
for a ſtranger ſhall ſmart for it, and he that hateth 
ſuretyſhip is ſure, Prov. xi. 15. Nevertheleſs, I 
will become a ſurety for this ſervant for good, Pſal. 
cxix. 122, The bargain was ſtruck ; the debt 
was to be exacted; reſtitution was to be made; 


and the creditor and debtor were to be amicably 


ſettled 
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ſettled in eternal friendſhip.— This council of peace 
was between them both, Zech. vi. 13. The credi- 
tor ſaid alſo, he is man that hath contracted the 
debt, and he muſt become man, in man's ſtead, 
that pays it—and I will prepare à body for thee 3 
thou muſt give to my law a perfect obedience, 
and ſo magnify it, and make it honourable, Iſa. xlii. 
21. and I will accept the debtor in thine obedi- 
ence, or be well pleaſed with him for thy righteouſ- 
neſs ſake, Iſa. xlii. 21.—1 Hall lay upon thee the 
iniquity of them all, Iſa. liii. 6. and through thy 
name ſhall their pardon be proclaimed, Acts xiii. 38. 
Thou muſt be made of a woman, made under the 
law, to redeem them that are under the law, Gal. iv. 
4, 5. Thou muſt take the whole law into thine 
own heart. Thou muſt take both the precept 
and the penalty—by thy obedience to the pre- 
cept ſball many be made rigbtecus, Rom. v. 19. and 
with thy ſtripes from the ſentence all many be 
healed, Iſa. liii. 5, Thy righteouſneſs will I im- 
pute 10 all that believe, Rom. iv. 24. And all for 
whom thou ſhalt die, I have ſworn, that, in a vin- 
dictive way, I will never be wwroth with them, nor 
rebuke them again, Iſa. liv. 9. Magnify my law 
and make it honourable, and by thy knowledge ſhalt 
thou, my righteous ſervant, juſtify many, Iſa. iti, 11. 
Redeem them from death, and ranſom them from the 
grave, Hoſ. xiii, 14. and I will give them everlaſt- 
ing life in thee, 1 John v. 11. Redeem them from 
among men, Rev. xiv. 4. and they ſhall receive the 


adeption of ſons, Gal. iv. 3. I have appointed 
| F and 


82 THE MODERN 


and anointed thee to be their ſurety, to pay their 
debts, and bring them out of the priſon-houſe, Ila. 
xlii. 7. and it ſhall be my good pleaſure to give 
them the kingdom of heaven, Luke xii. 32. 


My law is weg through the fleſh, Rom. viii. 3. 
man cannot keep it, and therefore cannot live by 


it, Gal. iii. 21, but I will give him eternal life 


through thee, Rom. vi. 23, I have commanded 
the children of men to love me, Deut. vi. g. but 
their mind is enmity againſt me, not ſubject to 
my law, nor can be, therefore they cannot pleaſe 
me, Rom. vii. 7. but I will circumciſe their 
hearts, and they ſhall love me, that they may live, 


Deut. xxx. 6. In ſhort, I will give them that 


life in thee, that my law promiſes in vain: thy 
obedience ſhall be on them. The love which my 
law demands of them, ſhall refle& from my ever- 
laſting love to them, Jer. xxxi. 3. which I will 
ſhed abroad in their hearts by my Holy Spirit, 
Rom. v. 5. Thus ſhall the righteouſneſs of my 
ſpiritual law be fulfilled in them who walk not 
after the fleſh, but after my Spirit, Rom. viii, 4. 
By this act of grace, ſhall all their boaſting be 


excluded, Rom. iii. 27. They ſhall own that 


they have not loved their God, but that I have 
loved them, 1 John iv. 10. So ſhall they be de- 


Iivered from the command to do for life, for the 


Juſt man ſhall live by bis faith, Hab. ii. 4. which 
act ſhall be a receiving life, inſtead of performing 
dead works, 


All 
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All theſe ſpiritual bleſſings, with which I have 
bleſſed them in thee, Eph, i. 3. ſhall be deeply 
impreſſed on their minds by my Spirit; and this 
bargain of ours ſhall be called a new covenant with 
them. I will write my laws of faith and love on 
their hearts, and in their minds will I put them.—[ 
will give them a new heart and a new ſpirit, Ezek. 
XXXV1. 26. Jer. xxxi. 31, 32, 33. My laws ſhall 
be in their hearts—they ſhall not be without the 
law of love to me, nor ſhall] they be diſobedient 
to their ſurety. They ſhall love me, and I will 
not take my loving kindneſs from them, Hol. ii. 19, 
and they ſhall obey thee, for I will make them will- 
ing in the day of my power, Plal. cx. 3. Thus they 
ſhall not be without law to their God, but under 
the law to thee, my Chriſt, Rom. ix. 21. 


All this is my will, and to the objects of my 
choice ſhall it be revealed, but to none elſe—for 
none of the wicked ſhall underſtand, Dan. xii. 10. 
but this law ſhall be bound up among thy diſciples, 
IIa. viii. 16. whom I will teach, Iſa. liv. 13. and 
to me they ſhall hearken—for they ſhall be a 
people that ſhall know righteouſneſs, a people in 
whoſe beart is my law, Iſa. li. 7. Thus ſhall a 
pure obedience ſpring from my Spirit of love in 
them, which alienated and depraved nature can 
never produce-—the ſoul that feels my love ſhall 
dwell in me, 1 John iv. 16, and love ſhall be the 
fulfilling of the law in him, Rom. xili. 8. and in 
aeping this commandment, in its ſpiritual mean- 
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ing, there ſhall be great reward in the end, and 
ſafety in the way, — The law of their God ſhall be 
in their heart, and none of their ſteps ſhall ſlide, 
Pſal. xxxvil. 31. 

Thus ſhall they eſcape their bondage for the 
law of the ſpirit of life in thee, my Chriſt, 
ſhall make them free from the law of fin and dtalb, 
Rom. viii. 2. Whoſoever, therefore, ſhall look 
into this perfect law of liberty, and continue 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man all be bleſſed in his 
deed, James i. 25. 

Then ſays wiſdom, I delight to do thy will.—!l, 
the ſecond Adam will become their guickening ſpirit, 
1 Cor. xv. 45. and they ſhall as ſurely find life in 
the ſecond fountain as ever they loſt it in the firſt. 
I will take the law of death and the promiſe of 
life both in my heart, and become the woman's 
ſeed the ſon of man for man. — The law of death 
on me ſhall feed, and man by me ſhall live. In 
me ſhall he find both life and rule, I will be his 
ſurety, his life, and his pattern,—He ſhall be 
abundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe, and 
with thee, the fountain of life, Pſal. xxxvi. 8, 9.— 
And thy law of love in my heart ſhall be a law of 
life to them This law of the wiſe is a fountain 
of life, to depart Inn the ſnares of death, Prov. 
xiii. 14. 

The Saviour agreed to the terms; and ſaid, 
1 will become furety of this better reſtament, 

eſta- 
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eſtabliſhed upon better promiſes—I will take on 
me the ſeed of Abraham--l will aſſume the body 
prepared—1 will take thy law in my heart—l 
will perform thy will—lI will ranſom them from the 
power of the grave I will redeem them from death; 
O death ! I will be thy plague; O grave! I will be 
thy deſtruction; repentance ſhall be hid from mine eyes, 
Hof. xiii. 14. Let this be recorded in the rolls 
of eternity, and ſtand faſt in divine veracity, and 
the whole ſhall be performed—Sacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldſt not, but a body baſt thou prepared 
me; then ſaid J, Lo! I come; in the volume of the 
book it is written of me; to do thy will, O God— 
by the which will we are ſanctiſied, through the offer- 
ing of the body of Feſus Chriſt once for all, Heb. x. 
5, 6, 7. 9, 10. | 

Theſe, Sir, are the doctrines that I hold, and 
this is the way that I eſtabliſh the law, by preach- 
ing the faith; and I think that theſe are the real 
truths of the goſpel, the doctrines that are re- 
corded by the Holy Ghoſt, and if he that preaches 
them be an ANnTinomos, I ſhall leave you to 
gueſs where your ſcandal falls. However you 
and your Aſſociation, according to theſe inco- 
herent fragments of yours, make void both law 
and goſpel; you ule the tongue of the crafty— 
ſpeak wickedly for God—and talk deceitfully for 
him, Job xv. 5. by uttering vain knowledge, rea- 
ſoning with unprofitable talk, and with ſpeeches 


wherewith thou canſt do no good, Job xv. 2, 3,—— 
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But you go on, in order to get the garland, 
and I come after, to catch you by the heel, Hof. 
xii. 3. 


cc 


* 


ce After a number of arguments he brings in 
order to eſtabliſh a new law—ſays he, a rule 
ſignifies government; now the rule, the com- 
mandment of God, does not govern the believ- 
er; for a rule is that by which we are to ſquare 
our actions; and I ſhall preſently ſhew whe- 
ther the actions of the old or new church can 
be ſquared by this rule. Abraham went to 
reſcue Lor from the kings of Sodom, and he 
deſtroyed many ;—now how does that agree 
with, thou ſhalt not flay? He goes on to ſay, 
thou ſhalt not covet—Jacob prevailed upon Eſau 
to ſell his birth-right. Again, the Iſraelites 
were commanded to borrow of the Egyptians 
jewels of filver and gold, and they ſpoiled the 
Egyptians.—How does this agree with the 
rule? And thus he plays with what he calls 
arguments; but you may plainly ſee the ſo- 
phiſtry and cunning of ſuch a man—and fre- 


« quently they will talk about the original.“ 


Any body that has read my ſermon muſt know 


how fairly you have quoted me, and how well 
acquainted you are with the ſcriptures to talk of 
the kings of Sodom, when Sodom never had but 
one king at a time; and he, with the other four 


kings of the Plain, were routed and put to flight 


in 


PLASTERER DETECTED. 87 


in the vale of Siddem, and were all hid in the 
lime pits before Sodom was plundered, or Lot 
taken captive, Nor did Abraham reſcue Lot 
from the king of Sodom, for Lot was his ſubject, 
but from Chedorlaomer, Tidal, Amraphel, and 
Arioch, Gen. xiv. 9. 


However, I ſhall ſet my former aſſertions upon 
their own baſis again ; and there they ſhall ſtand, 
till you can produce better arguments than thele 


to raiſe them. 


It is well known, that a good old gentleman 
in the city, one of the Crorn, gave himſelf a 
great deal of trouble about me, and my doctrine; 
— it is true he had no buſineſs with me but you 
know there are others that love to be meddling 
as well as you z— this good man and I had a 
little diſpute about the believer's rule; and, ac- 
cording to his judgment, the believer's rule is 
the ten commandments this he aſſerted, but I find 
ſince that he has denied this his aſſertion, from a 
conſciouſneſs, I ſuppoſe, of his rule being too 
contracted. However, as God would have it, 
there were three gentlemen in company, who 
heard our debates, who are ready to prove to his 
face, that the ten commandments were the only 
rule that the believer has to go by, which rule 
lays in the following words: I am the Lord thy 
God. Thou ſhalt have no other gods before me. 
Thou ſhalt make no graven image, nor bow down to 
any. Thou ſhalt not take my name in vain. Remem- 
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ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Honour thy fa- 
ther and mother, Thou ſhalt not kill, Thou fhalt 
not commit adultery. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. Thou 
ſhalt not bear faiſe witneſs. Thou ſhalt not tovet. 


On account of our debates, I was deſired to 
publiſh my ſermon on that ſubje&; in which I 
endeavoured to prove, that the whole revealed 
will of God is the believer's rule, and not a part 
of the ſame ; or, in other words, the whole Bible, 
inſtead of feventeen verſes of one chapter ;— 
and this I endeavoured to prove, by ſhewing that 

God as a ſovereign had willed many things, and 
their obedience had been approved, though it lay 
not in the ten commandments; and who is he 
that will prove me a liar, and make my ſpeech 
nothing worth ? 


When the apoſtles give the believer his rule, 
they make it to be chiefly the will of God in the 
goſpel of Chriſt; which is a ſpiritual rule, for 
ſpiritual men. The apoſtles make a difference 
between the letter and the ſpirit—the impreſſion 
on the tables of. ſtones, and the writing of the 


Spirit on the heart—between the law in the hand 


of juſtice, and the law in the heart of a ſurety, — 
Nor does any one penman in all God's book call 
the ten commandments the believer's only rule. 


J have ſaid, that Abraham was bleſſed in the 
name of God, when he returned from the ſlaugh- 


ter of the kings—that Jacob got Eſau's bleſſing 


by 
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by ſubtlety ; and although God did not command 
Jacob to make uſe of ſuch means, but required 
him for it (in the matter of Leah inſtead of 


Rachel), yet God willed Jacob the bleſſing be- 


fore he was born, and confirmed it after he had 
got it. 


I have aſſerted, that God, who worketh all 


things after the counſel of his own will, did com- 
mand Iſrael to borrow the Egyptians jewels and 
ſpoil them, as they had dealt ſubtilely with Iſrael, 
and ſpoiled them of their male infants—for the 
Lord God of recompence will ſurely requite. 


I have ſaid, that God commanded Moſes to 
make two cherubims, though the law ſays, thou 
ſhalt make no graven image, the likeneſs of any 
thing in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, to 
bow down thereto, Theſe things God com- 
manded, though they are not found in the Pen- 
tateuch. 


God ordered Abraham to offer up his ſon 
approved of his ſervant's obedience and received 
his ſon in a figure - though the law ſays, thou ſhalt 


not kill, And God approved of the pious zeal of 


his ſervant in the deſtruction of the adulterer and 
adultereſs (I mean Phineas), notwithſtanding the 
law that ſays, thou ſhalt do no murder. 


The Pentateuch knows nothing of repentance ; 
it neither gives it nor accepts it; yet God has 
commanded men every where to repent, and has 

exalted 
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exalted a Saviour to give repentance to Iſrael.— 
You are commanded to fly from the wrath to come; 
which wrath 1s revealed in the law, though the 
law ſays, curſed is every one that continueth not in all 
things that are written in me.— Flying from it is 
not continuing in it. 


The law is not of faith, ſays Paul, yet we are 
commanded to believe on the Lord Jeſus for the 
forgiveneſs of fins—and the Author of faith is 
appointed to give remiſſion, 


I have declared, Sir, that the whole revealed 
will of God is the believer's rule.-I endeavour 


to preach this, and I endeavour to live 1t—and I 


wiſh you did, For my part, I cannot tie the be- 
liever up to a fingle chapter for his rule—nor 


will my conſcience let me live as you do. I de- 


fire to enforce the whole counſel of God from 
the pulpit, and to preach up good works by my 
life as far as grace ſhall enable me. 


And ſeeing theſe things cannot be ſpoken 
againſt, you ought to be quiet, and do nothing 
raſhly, eſpecially as you have aſſerted the very 
ſame things in the next head of this wonderful 
performance that I have to conſider. Sometimes 
indeed you make the Pentateuch all in all, and 
leave the goſpel quite out of the queſtion; and 
then again you bring in the whole word, and ſeem 
to agree with me; but this is not to be wondered 
at, for Paul lays, that men who turn aſide to vain 


Jangling, 


W aud 
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jangling, and defire to be teachers of the law, know 


neither what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 1 Tim. 
A. 6. 

However, as you make the law your food, 
your refreſhment, your remote teacher, your yoke, 
vour rule, and expect to take it into heaven with 
you, and as the inſtrument of Jehovah's govern- 
ment, to be for ever under 1t—] ſhall ſerve you 
as you have ſerved my ſermon. You have laid 
me and my ſermon to your rule of judgment— 


and according to that, I am a ſophiſt, and my 


diſcourſe is Antinomianiſm,—Now I ſhall make 
bold to lay you and your conduct to your own 
rule, and ſee how ſtraight you lay with it, 


Suppoſe I was to marry two or three old 
widows, for the ſake of a little money and a lazy 
life—you know a lover of money 1s a ſervant of 
Mammon—a covetous man is an idolator—with 
ſuch an one, ſays God, let not the ſaint eat, If 
money be an idol, and a covetous man an idola- 
tor, how does this lay with God's law—thbou ſhalt 
have no other gods before me? If a man chooſes a 
widow with a rich pocket, before a virgin wich 
a gracious heart, has he not got another god be- 
fore the true one? you have liberty to apply it 


| where you pleaſe ] ſay it is a breach of the firſt 


commandment, 

A man that conforms to the faſhions of the 
world—aims at worldly titles, worldly prefer- 
ments, human wiſdom, vain oratory, and wants 

to 
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to cut a figure as a rector or a vicar—has got 


high thoughts and towering imaginations, that 
exalt themſelves againſt the knowledge of God, which 
are to be caſt down by ſpiritual weapons, 2 Cor. x. 
4, 5- This, Sir, is as bad as making a graven 
image—for all idolatry is conceived and formed 
in the minds of thoſe fort of men, who are faid 
to be vain in their imaginations—whoſe fooliſh hearts 
are darkened, Rom. 1.21. Hence man 1s accuſed 
of letting up an idol in his heart. This, Sir, is 
a breach of the ſecond table. He that exalts him- 
ſelf is the worſt idolator. 


Your aſſerting that God's law ts the food of his 
people, and that by which he will judge them in 
the great day, and by which they are to be ruled 
in heaven, 1s ſetting aſide the book of life—ſpeak- 
ing wickedly for God—and telling lies in his 
name, which is a breach of the third command- 


ment—hou Halt not take the name of the Lord thy 


God in Vain, 


I do not think you ſtand fair before the fourth 
commandment, —You have jumped into fancied 
orders, and crept into God's church, as God's 
ſervant, and taken the overſight of his people; 
and it is well known that you have accumulated 
two fortunes fince you have been ix orders—if 
not by your orders. Now as your preſent pro- 
feſhon procured you your preſent poſſeſſions 
(when you was wed at the communion- table of 


the eſtabliſhed church), you ought not to deny 
| nor 
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nor obſcure ſo profitable a calling at a college, 
in order to get into a church pulpit.—You ought 
to attend to the charge that you have taken.—I do 
not ſay that God ſet you at this work, for I am 
fully perſuaded that he never did. —Yet ſpending 
your wives money on a curate to do your work, 
while you are loitering about, on the Sabbath, and 
trifling your time away after a few ſcraps of 
Greek, inſtead of reading your Bible, and preach- 
ing to the people, is a breach of the Sabbath 
remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath day. 


In one part of your ſermon you call yourſelf 
a believer, and rank yourſelf with God's family.— 
It is well known that God is the father, and 
Mount Zion, or the heavenly Jeruſalem, is the 
free woman, and the mother of all the free-born 
heirs of promiſe. But you have diſhonoured God 
the Father, by telling lies in his name; and you 
have diſhonoured our mother, by declaring that 
the binding yoke of the law is upon her neck— 
debaſing her to the ſervitude and drudgery of 
Hagar the bond-woman, who never was married, 


Lou are to Honour your father and mother, but - 
you diſhonour both. 


You own, in this ſermon of yours, that the 
man who injures his brother's reputation, or 
hurts his character, is a murderer, becauſe he is 
angry with his brother—and I am ſure you are 
angry with me without a cauſe. You charge me 
with ſophiſtry, cunning, and Antinomianiſm, — 
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when you cannot overthrow one truth that T 
preach, nor bring any juſt charge againſt my 
life or walk, unleſs you look for perfection in the 
fleſh, which I never expect to attain to. I be- 
lieve in my heart that you and your combination 
are 1n arms againſt me, from no other motive 
than in behalf of your own honour, and becauſe 
you evidently ſee that God bleſſes my labours 
without the aſſiſtance of connections, pompous 
appearances, and the- political ſchemes that you 
make uſe of. This, according to your ſermon, 
is murder, and you know the law ſays—1hou ſhalt 
not kill, ES 


You ſpeak, in ſome parts of your ſermon, as - 


if your ſoul was eſpouſed to Chriſt, for you talk 
about faith and love, though you know nothing 
about either, It is well known that faith leads 
to Chriſt—and that love unites with him—and 
that ſouls thus united are married to the Saviour. 
But your firſt huſband is not dead for you ſay, 
the law 1s your delight, and your food. If fo, 
you are not dead to it, nor is it dead to you, there- 
fore you have no right to marry another Nuo 
ye not, brethren (for I ſpeak to them that know the 
law), how that the lat hath dominion over a man 
as long as he liveth? For the woman which hath an 


huſband, is bound by the law to her huſband ſo long 


as he liveth; but if her huſband be dead, ſhe is logſed 
from the law of ber huſband, So then if while her 
buſband liveth ſhe be married to another, ſhe ſhall be 

| | | called 
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called an adultereſs; but if her huſhand be dead, ſbe 


is free from that law, and may be married to another. 
IWherefore ye are become dead to the law by the body 
. of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be marrie« to another, even 
to him who is raiſed from the dead, that we ſhould 
bring forth fruit unto God, Rom. vil. 1, 2, 3, 4.— 
But you are not dead to the law, for you get food 
from it; nor is the law become dead to you, for 
you ſmite it, and get refreſhment ; and as you are 
alive to it, it has dominion over you—this power 
it holds as long as a man liveth, or is alive to 
1t;—to talk therefore of faith in Chriſt, while 
your firſt huſband liveth, is adultery—zhou ſhalt 
not commit adultery. 


A great part of my ſermon you have ſtolen, 
and preached as your own doctrine, even while 
you was preaching againſt it, and againſt me, the 
author of it. The law ſays, hou ſhalt not fteal— 
Therefore behold I am againſt the prophets, ſaith the 
Lord, that STEAL my WORD, every one from bis 


neighbour, Jer. Xxill. 30. 


And as you have accuſed me of preaching falſe 
doctrines, and with bringing in a new law, and 
acting the part of a ſophiſt, and deceiving people 
by cunning, and ſo injuring my n.iniſtry, and 
rendering it contemptible to the people, while 
you know that your whole charge 1s palpable 
falſehood —you are guilty of a breach of the 


ninth commandment, becgule you haye deceit- 
fully 
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fully and wickedly borne falſe witneſs againſt your 


neighbour, 


In ſhort, coveting money, coveting the gown 
and caſſock, coveting the appearance of a digni- 
fied miniſter, coveting human wiſdom, coveting 
a rectory or a vicarage, makes you at once lay 
counter to the whole law; nor will your doctrine 
or your conduct lay ſtraight with any other rule 
in God's book, 


Your running away from your lawful calling, 
without any call to the miniſtry, or qualifications 
for it, and at a time too when ſo many new build- 
ings are going on, and plaſterers are ſo much 
wanted, is another act of your diſobedience—/x 
days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy work, Exod. 
xx. 9. God ſays, if any man will not work, neither 


ſhall he eat, 2 Theſſ. iii. 10, ——But you have got 


another throw at me, about my mentioning the 
word original, | 


« But you may plainly fee the ſophiſtry and 
© cunning of ſuch a man; and frequently they” 
(he it ſhould have been, according to the nomina- 
tive caſe) « talk about the original, which put 
« me in mind of a young man, of whom I Ts 
« heard, who was an infidel, and was ſporting in 
« company at the expence of the ſacred truths of 
«& God” (it ſhould have been worded thus, who 
was ſporting with the ſacred truths of God, at the 

peril of his ſoul), © On a ſudden he ſays, I will 
| ce prove 
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© prove that Jeſus Chriſt was an impoſtor ; for he 
te tells us, in one of his goſpels, with reſpect to 
cc bottles, that the new is better than the old; 
ce now pray where is the difference? is not one as 
&« good as the other? and he thought that he had 
& carried his point, by the pleaſure that appeared 
ce on the countenances of the company, But a 
« grave divine, who happened to be preſent, ſays, 
% Do you underſtand the Greck, Sir? The 
4 Greek, Sir! no, ſays he,—every body knows a 
& bottle is a bottle, all the world over. But, Sir, 
« ſays the divine, the original means leather or 
tin bottles; and, in this point of view, the 
&« one muſt be better than the other; for it was 
ec a cuſtom in thoſe days to put their liquors into 
„ thoſe bottles. So there the original was of 
cc uſe, And we find that criticiſms go a great 
« way to explain ſacred truths, when all the cir- 
„ cumſtances are taken into conlideration, ſuch 
c as when and where ſpoken, and ſuch like.“ 


In this paragraph I find criticiſms go a great 
way toward explaining the ſacred truths of God 
therefore I ſhall make uſe of them, in order to 
pull off the falſe gloſs that you have caſt upon 
the parable of the bottles. | 


You give me a throw for mentioning the word 
original, which to me appears no crime, for I be- 
lieve an experienced Chriſtian, who is under the 
divine tuition of God's Spirit, is, in the beſt ſenſe 
of the word, an original—he learns the beſt lef- 
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ſon that ever was taught in the world, and the 
firſt good leſſon that ever was taught. And as 
God ſays all his children ſhall be taught of him, 
who is the firſt and the belt teacher, according to 
Job, for he ſays, God exalteth by his power —wh0 
teacheth like him? I think ſuch a pupil may boaſt 
of antiquity, or talk about the original without 
ſin, ſeeing God is the Ancient of days, and the firſt 
teacher, £ 


E ſee no cauſe why the word original ſhould be 
confined to a man that has picked up a few odds 
and ends of Greek; eſpecially if we conſider that 
God's divine teaching was in the world above 
two thouſand years before he ſmote any tongue 
of the preſumptuous Babel-builders with the 
dialect of Greece, And who could ever have 
thought that the effects of God's diſpleaſure 
againſt a combined company of rebels, which was 
intended to ſcatter the proud in the imaginations of 
their hearts—to blaft their meaſures—confound 
their wiſdomdiſcover their preſumption—and 
leave them expoſed to eternal contempt and ridi- 
cule; for Chriſt ſays, in the great day many ſhall 
mock, ſaying, this man began to build but was not able. 
to finiſh. I ſay, who could have thought that the 
effects of God's anger ſhould ever have been the 
cauſe of ſo many carnal fools triumph, and the 
only qualifications, for ſo many blind guides, to 

ſteal like the devil into God's fold. 


It was the literal Babel-builders that were firſt 
confounded and routed, by. God's ſmiting their 


* 


tongues 
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tongues with various languages; and to the myſti- 
cal Babel-builders the Saviour applies both their 
ſcorn and confuſion ; and by this your ſermon it 
appears as if your combination were determined 
to keep the charter. 


I ſuppoſe you have your anſwer ready - Paul 
thanked God that he ſpake with tongues more than 
they all, Yet I take him in a ſpiritual point of 
Iighr—that by his own experience and the Spirit's 
teaching, he was enabled to come home to every 
ſinner's conſcience in the ſight of God, and to 
lay open the hypocriſy of the ſinner's heart, which 
all the Greek and Hebrew in the world will never 
enable a man to do, if he be deſtitute of divine 
inſpiration, This may be eaſily gathered from 
Paul's caution againſt building on human wiſ- 
dom. The ſpiritual man judgeth all things, but him- 
ſelf is judged of none, ſays Paul. —T he natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; nor can 
he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
God hides his myſteries from he wiſe and prudent, 
and reveals them unto babes, 


I declare I have had ſeveral gentlemen of fa- 
mily, and gentlemen of learning, who have come 
to hear me out of curioſity, who have behaved 
with decency, and ſpoke of me with honeſty; and 
have rather wiſhed me ſucceſs in the work than 
otherwiſe; and, to the beſt of my remembrance, 
not one of this ſtamp ever treated me with con- 
tempt or ridicule, while ſuch as you, who are 
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almoſt as ignorant of Engliſh grammar as myſelf, 
have been hunting of me with ſlander ever ſince 
God ſent me out. 


We come now to the myſtery of the bottles— 
and as you have brought this in to anſwer vari— 
ous purpoſes, —iſt, To juſtify your conduct in 
running to a college. -2dly, To render thoſe in- 
capable of God's work who are not maſters of the 
original Ianguages,—And, gdly, To exalt your- 
ſelf as a ſcholar: I ſhall criticize your Greek, 
and the myſtery of the bottles both; and endea- 
vour to ſettle theſe things on their own baſis, ac- 
cording to the original text. 


Firſt, With reſpect to bottles, or veſſels, for 
the original does not confine us any more to the 
word bottle than it does to the word caſe, It is 
clear, that the Iſraelites had glaſs among them 
even in the days of Moſes, for the inſide of the 
laver, which was covered with braſs, and had 
brazen feet, was made of the women's /ooking= 

glaſſes, which aſſembled at the door of the tabernacle 
to give their offerings, Exod. xxxviii. 8, We 
read allo of potters veſſels, or bottles, Jer. xix. 1. 
and of wooden veſſels, 2 Tim. 11. 20, And I be- 
lieve, of leather bottles, or veſſels, becauſe it is 
ſaid of the Gibeonites that they took old ſacks upon 


their aſſes, and wine bottles, old and rent, and bound 
up, Joſh. ix. 4. ; 


But the veſſels that the Saviour had reference 
to might juſt as well be wooden veſſels as leather; 
: for 
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for an old wooden caſk is no more fit for new 
wine, than an old one made of leather. How- 
ever, according to the Greek text that you refer 
us to, where the parable of the veſſels is men- 
tioned, I think you rather take an advantage of 
us poor illiterate people; which to me appears no 
better than turning the blind out of his way. The 
Saviour mentions veſſels, but ſays nothing about 
the ſort, whether they were ſquare, round, or 
bellied, nor whether they were bottles or caſks, 
nor whether they were made of wood, ſkin, glaſs, 
or leather; for the text that you allude to has 
neither the word {kin nor leather in it. 
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I ſhall endeavour to explain the text in the ſpi- 
ritual meaning—and leave you to judge of the 
matter. | 


The original text which the Saviour quoted at 
the beginning of the parable was taken from the 
evangelical ſpeech of Elihu to Job—And Elibu, 
the ſon of Barachel the Buzite, anſwered and ſaid, I 
am young, and ye are very old ; wherefore I was afraid, 
and durſt not ſhew you mine opinion. I ſaid, Days 
ſhould ſpeak, and multitude of years ſhould teach wiſe 
dom,—But there is a ſpirit in man; and the inſpira- 
tion of the Almig hbiy giveth them underſtanding. Great 
men are not always wiſe ; neither do the aged under- 
ſtand judgment. They were amazed; they anſwered 
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no more ; they left off ſpeaking. T ſaid I will anſwer 
alſo my part; I alſo will ſhew mine opinion. For 1 
am full of matter : the ſpirit within me conſtraineth 
me. Behold my belly is as wine, which hath no vent; 
it is ready to burſt like new boiUles, Job xxx11. 6, 7, 8 

9. 15. 17, 18, 19. 


In this wonderful ſpeech of Elihu, he ſpeaks 
of God's ſpirit in man, which he calls the nſpi- 
ration of the Almighty, that giveth men underſtand- 
ing. This ſpirit of inſpiration he calls matter, 
or a conſtraining power, which, for the want of 
vent, he compares to wine—my belly (or heart) rs 


as wine which hath no vent; it is ready to burſt like 
new bottles. 


The Saviour takes two texts from this ſpeech ; 
the firſt is this, He that believeth on me, as ihe 
ſcripture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of 
living water. (But this ſpake he of the ſpirit, which 
they who believe on him ſhould receive). John vii. 38, 
39. Here the Saviour quotes from Elihu—B&ebold 
my belly is as wine, which hath no vent, Elihu's ſay- 
ing, I will ſpeak, that I may be refreſhed, or eaſed, 
the Saviour calls living water flowing out. 


The reaſon of the Saviour's bringing in the 
other text, was on account of the Phariſees, who 
found fault with his eating with publicans and 
ſinners; to which the Saviour anſwers, they that 
be whole need not the phyſician, but they that are ſick, 
Then came the diſciples of Jobn, ſaying, Why do we 
and the Phariſees faſt oft, but tby diſciples faſt not? 


The 
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The Saviour anſwers, Can the children of the bride- 
chamber mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them ® 
My Spirit and my preſence is both their joy and 
their food. ut the days will come when the bride- 
groom ſhall be taken from them, and then fhall they 
faſt. No man putteth new cloth on an old garment ; 
nor do they pour wine new into veſſels od, Matth. ix. 
17. 

What Elihu calls the ſpirit, the in/piration f 
the Almighty, and conſtraining matter, the Saviour 
here calls mew wine; and as Elihu compared his 
belly, or his heart, to bottles, and being filled 
with inſpiration, to wine which wanted vent, 
the Saviour intimates, that the believer ſhall 
become a new creature, by being born again, and 
ſhall be bleſſed with a mew /pirit ; which, on the ac- 
count of his enlivening comforting operations, he 
compares to new wine. | 


A man, transformed by the renecping of his mind, 
and filled with the ſpirit of love, joy, and peace, 
is thus ſpoken of in ſcripture—44is people have I 
formed for myſelf, they ſhail ſhew forth my praiſe, 
Ifa. xliii. 21. Again, we have this zreaſure in 
earthen veſſels, 2 Cor. iv. 7. A foul bleſſed with 
inſpiration is called a veſſel of mercy. 

Again, an heart filled with the ſpirit, is com- 
pared to a well of living water, ſpringing up into 
everlaſting life. And in the above text, he is com- 
pared to a new veſſel, filled with new wine—which 
in reality is what God has promiſed—T will give 
them a new heart, there is the veſſel—and 7 will 
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give them a new ſpirit, there is the wine. But if 


a man be not created anew, as Balaam was 
not, and as Saul was not, though the ſpirit, or 
the new wine, be ſaid to come upon them; yet 
the wine ran out, the ſpirit left them, and both 
thoſe bottles, or veſſels, periſhed—Balaam by the 
iword of Iſracl, and Saul by his own ſword, 


16 J had been in company with that young 
gentleman, who was ſporting with the word of 
God, inflead of the grave divine you ſpeak of, I 
thould have addreſſed him in the following man- 
ner: Young man, all ſcripture is given by inſpiration 
of G:d—and a natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, nor can he know them, becauſe 
they are ſpiritually - diſcerned, You muſt know, 
young man, that God ſpeaks to us by ſimili— 
tudes® becauſe of our ſhallow comprehenſions.— 


Sometimes in ſeripture an honeſt heart is com- 


pared to goed ground, and God's word and ſpirit 
to good ſeed, and a holy life to a flouriſhing crop 
of corn.,—Sometimes a man is called a veſſel of 
mercy.— Sometimes a good heart is compared to 
the veſſel of a lamp, and God's Spirit to oil in it.— 
Sometimes a good heart is compared to a ſpring 
ſhut ug—a fountain ſealed —And ſometimes it is 
compared to a new veſſel filled with new wine, 
And ſpiritual converſation from ſuch a good 
heart is ſaid to refreſh and comfort others, 
While, on the other hand, fuch an heart as yours 


is compared to ſtony and thorny ground, that bears 
nothing but thorns, whoſe end is to be curſed, Heb. 
g Vl, 8. 


x. 
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vi. 8. Your heart is compared to a veſſel without 
oi. to a well without water to a veſſel of wrath. 
You are an old bottle, not created anew 1n Chriſt, 
or new born, but in your old fleſhly ſtate; and 
are therefore compared to an old ſtinking veſlel 
or bottle, fit for nothing but to be broken and 
deſtroyed. — Moab hath been at eaſe from bis youth, 
and he bath ſettled on his lees, and hath not been 
emptied from veſſel to veſſel; therefore his TASTE 
remaineth in him, and his SCENT is not changed. The 
days come, ſaith the Lord, that I will ſend him wan- 
derers, and they fhall cauſe him to wander, and ſhall 
empty bis veſſels and break their botiles, Jer. xlviil, 
11, 12. Thus, young man, thou art a bottle, 
that art to be broken to pieces like a potter's 
veſſel, if you die in your preſent ſtate; and as 
there is nothing in your heart but confulion and 
rebellion againſt God, you are juſtly compared 
to a bottle of ſmoke, Pſal. cxix. 83. which, it is to 
be feared, will end at laſt in the fire of eternal 
wrath. 


If the grave divine had adopted the above me- 
thod, he would have ſpoken like a divine; and 
would have ſtopped his mouth, and expoſed his 
ignorance full as well, if not better, and more 
becoming a grave divine, than telling a lie in 


Greek. 


I ſhall quote no more of your performance, as 
you are drawing to a concluſion, and only re- 
hearſing the old ſtory over again—which, for want 
of matter, is repeated no Ieſs than ſix or ſeven 

times. 
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times, Men that can preach ſuch ſtuff as this, 
and thoſe that can recommend it in prayer to 
the people, and beg God's bleſſing on it, are 
ſtrangers to the teaching that I am under. 


Mr. BRLLIY, who charged God's word with 
impurity, and Mr, HoLYwWELL-MouNT, who called 
the diſcourſe ſuperlatively excellent, know no- 
thing ſavingly of God, neither of them. To 
uſe the form of prayer, and mimic the appear- 
ance of miniſters of the eſtabliſhment, are things 
that my conſcience could never buckle to; nor 
do-I think it any part of the miniſtry to preach 


or to dreſs in robes to pleaſe men, much leſs a 


ſet of ſelf-righteous Phariſees, or dead formaliſts. 
Mimicking the orator—adapting the attitudes, 
actions, or manner of others—aiming at great 
ſwelling words—and attempting to affect the 
tender feelings or ſoft paſſions of depraved nature, 
is what my ſoul hates, 


Pompous appearances, and public parading, 
to aſſemble and excite the curiolity of a multi- 
tude, with the aſſiſtance of an organ, and ſuch 
trumpery rattle traps, may ſerve to charm fallen 
nature, lay carnal prejudice in a trance, and fill a 
houſe with hypocrites ; but converſion to God is 
another thing, Religion goes beſt on her own 
wheels, Leave truth to gain ground by her own 
evidence, and eſteem, by her naked ſimplicity, — 
She wants no varniſh—human craft may obſcure 
her beauty, but will never add to her luſtre, 


For 
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For my part, I believe the whole revealed 
will of God to be the believer's rule. The New 
Teſtament, as well as the Old, is a revelation of 
God's wili—and God's will is the believer's rule. 
Theſe aſſertions neither make the law void, nor 
Injure it; and I think it is a better way of ſpeak- 
ing, than to be crying out the law is the only 
rule, becauſe it has a tendency to take the mind 
of a weak believer from the Saviour; and we 
know, that as ſoon as the covenant of works 
and he get together, they fall ro hugging one 
another, till bondage be gendered, Gal. iv. 24. and 
as ſoon as the mind is vailed and fettered, then 
the carnal enmity ſhews itſelf, Then he goes 
ſtriving and ſtruggling, but gains no ground; 
he fights, but only beats the air, for fin takes oc- 
caſion by the commandment, and it is impoſſible 
the law ſhould ſubdue it; this is the foohfbne/s of 
him that perverteth his way, and his heart fretteth 
againſt the Lord, Prov. xix. 3. and how ſhould it 
be otherwiſe, when the law weorketh wrath, Rom, 
iv. 13. The believer is commanded to love God 
and his neighbour; and he is under the higheſt 
obligation to it, becauſe God has loved him, and 
circumciſed his heart that he might love his God 
again, This is the old commandment, and it in- 
cludes the new one, and in keeping theſe there is 
great reward—for a ſenſe of divine love is preſent 
pay, and an everlaſting portion. The pleaſing 
law of love is in the believer's heart; and that 
law 
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law is the moſt prevailing with him, for it con- 
ſtrains to obedience. 


Thus, he is not without law to God, but under 
the law to Chriſt, —Enforcing the Spirit's work, 
a ſpiritual walk, and a union with the living vine, 
is the beſt way to obtain fruit—the branch can- 
not bear it of itſelf, But to expect ſpiritual fruits, 
by enforcing legal principles, is like waſhing the 
Ethiopian white, Jer. xiii. 23. or braying the fool 
in a mortar, Prov. xxvil. 22.—//alk in the Spirit, 
and ye ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh, Gal. v. 16. 


If theſe doctrines are Antinomianiſm, I have 
no objection to the name they entitle me to. I 
thank God, he owns and bleſſes them, in bring- 
ing many ſinners to Chriſt Jeſus; and I much 
queſtion if he has not done as much of his work 
by the inſtrumentality of your deſpiſed air balloon 
(as one of your company ſtyles me), as he has by 
ſome ſocieties who ſtyle themſelves evangelical, — 
For I am fully perſuaded, that God will never ſet 


his feal to ſuch doctrines as yours. And as for 


the ſucceſs of your miniſtry, you can ſay but 
little about that; nor do I ſee how you ſhould— 
for if people run before they be ſent, God ſays, 
they ſhall not profit the people at all. 


That is the moſt profitable doctrine, that God 
owns and bleſſes the moſt, in turning ſinners from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of fin and 
Satan to God, Acts xxvi. 18,—ifrom the command- 


ing 
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ing power of the law to do for life, as a covenant 
of works—and from the condemning power of the 
ſame, the believer is delivered, Deny either of 
theſe, then is the offence of the croſs ceaſed, Gal. v. 11. 
And you may as well preach up circumciſion— 
circumciſion and uncircumciſion is nothing, but keeping 
the commandments of God for life, 1 Cor. xvii. 19.— 
He that is circumciſed is a debtor to do the whole law, 
Gal. v. 2. And as you preach up the binding 
power of the law over all the ſaints, you ought to 
preface your doctrine with the old text—Unleſs you 


be circumciſed, aud keep the law of Moſes, you cannot 
be ſaved. | 


I conclude—begging no favours—craving no 
quarters—ſcraping no acquaintance—defiring no 
connection expecting no thanks for the pains 
that I have taken in this work. But I ſhall ſub- 
mit to the deciſion of the Great Judge, before 
whom we ſhall all ſhortly appear; and then ir 
will be known, that not he that commendeth 
himſelf is approved, but whom the Lord com- 
mendeth, 2 Cor. x. 18. 


For the - preſent, I ſhall purſue my old method, 
that is, if I hear of any new preacher, or new pub- 


lication, or new combinations, that make a great. 


ſtir in the world, I ſhall watch the hand and appro- 


| bation of God; and if he countenances them with 


his preſence, and the power of his ſeal, I ſhall judge 


it to be of God; and ſhall ever love thoſe in my 


heart that have ſucceſs in the work of the Lord. 
7 But 


/ 
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tion, that exalt fallen nature, nurſe human pride, 
countenance conformity to the world, charm Pha- 
riſees, encourage hypocrites, and diſguſt the chil- 

| dren of God, I ſhall ever believe the devil to 
have the chief hand in that preacher, that book, 
or that combination, 


THE EN D. 


Shortly will be publiſhed, by the ſame Author, 


A POEM on Tux SHUNEMITE; 
OR, A 


Diſplay of the myſterious Converſion of the Wo- 
man of Shunem, by the Miniſtry of Eliſha, 


But when I find preachers, books, or combina- 


The following BOOKS, written by Mr. 
HunTinGToN, may be had at the Places 
mentioned in the Title Page. 


The SPir1TUAL Sega VOYAGE; or Chriſtian Experience 
in Sea Terms. 2 0 


The AR MIN LAN SKELETON; or the Carnal Preacher Diſ- 
ſected and Anatomiſed. The Second Edition, with Ad- 
ditions. 


The NAK ED Bow or Gop; or a viſible Diſplay of Di- 
vine Judgments. 


The Poor CHRISTIAN's LAST WILL and TESTAMENT; 
or the Affairs and Effects of the Author ſettled, 


A Divins Portm ON a SPIRITUAL BIRTE. 


God THE GUARDIAN OF THE Poor, AND THe Baxx 
or Falrn; or the Author's Experience of Divine Pro— 
vidence. 


The Kincpom or Heaven TAKEN BY PRATER; or the 
Life and Converſion of the Author. | 


A Sermon, entitled, An InnoctexnT GAME For BaBts IN 
GRACE; from Iſa. xi. 8. 


Another on the Dlugxsioxs of ETENNAL Love; from 
Eph. iii. 18, 14. 

Another on the Law EsTABLIisHED BY FAlTRH; from 
Rom. iii. 31. 

Ten Numbers of the Eex:isTLEs or FaiTtH ; or Spiritual 
Letters. 

TipinGs FROM WALLINGFORD. 

Zion's ALARM NOT WITHOUT Caust: and, 


The JUSTIFICATION OF A SINNER; or Satan's Law-ſuit 


with him. In a Dialogue between two Men of different 
Experiences. 


Alſo (recommended by Mr. Huntington), 
Zion's Ox NAMENTS AND OFFERINGS, 
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